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Manager: Arlin Taylor  

256-507-3838
arlin.taylor@bhamfast.com

tinneyfarms.com Follow us on Facebook!

100%
GENOTYPED  

   COWHERD

5251 Co. Rd. 601           Hanceville, AL 35077 

2019 & 2020 North American 
Livestock Expo Grand Champion 

Reg. #20181333

SC  BW WW YW MILK TMAT HCW FAT MARB REA TEND
EPD 0.23 1.31 12.59 20.52 -9.78 -3.49 5.17 0.000 0.04 0.05 0.01

Accuracy 0.35 0.39 0.45 0.33 0.29 – 0.31 0.39 0.37 0.27 0.21
Rank 85 95 10 4 99 – 10 40 15 15 70

 Balanced Index: 24%  |  Cow/Calf Index: 84%  |  Terminal Index: 6%

Sired by King Ranch 97/10, Prospector puts it all together with pheno-
type and performance. He offers four traits in the breed’s Top 15%. He 
was Grand Champion Bull at the 2020 Dixie National, the 2019 & 2020 
North American Livestock Expo and the 2019 Kentucky State Fair. He 
was also 2019-2020 SGBI Runner-up Overall High Point Bull. Look 
for Prospector at the 2021 National Show in Jackson, Miss., exhibited 
by Alderson/Richmond Marketing. Co-owned with High Country Farm, 
Jacksonville, Ark.

Semen available  
for $50/straw,  

10-straw minimum.  
Contact Darren Richmond, 

 423-364-9281  
djrichmd@gmail.com

LOOK FOR OUR CONSIGNMENTS
Crimson Classic Sale •April 24, 2021  

Cullman, Ala.
Mid-Coast Super Sale • March 26, 2021  

Briggs Ranches • Bloomington, Texas

Look for Prospector at  
the National Show in Jackson!

Tinney Farms ad_4c full_SG0221.indd   1 1/13/2021   9:52:00 AM

http://www.tinneyfarms.com/


She sells in the 
Banners & Buckles 

Prospect Sale
6:00 p.m.,  

February 12, 2021
Jackson, Miss.

Ready for a ticket to your  

Mark you calendar for our 2nd Annual Baby Doll Sale, Aug. 31, 2021!

Wendt Ranches Partners LLC 
5475 FM 457, Bay City, TX

Email: wendtranches@hotmail.com

SGBI Herd #621, established 1954

Gene Kubecka  
979-240-5311 

Daniel Kubecka  
979-240-5312

FRONT PA STURE!

Wendt Ranches 1540 is a fine example of the quality females we offer. Our replacement heifers will 
be an addition to your herd that you are going to want to show off! Her sire,Wendt Ranches 8787, 
has been producing some extremely attractive offspring, not only for the show ring, but for that 
front-pasture quality. 

Wendt Ranches_4c full_SG0221.indd   1 1/11/2021   5:22:13 PM

mailto:wendtranches@hotmail.com?subject=
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Providing Polled Power Genetics to the Santa Gertrudis Breed

Dr. Roland & Elia Sanchez
703 S. Christopher Road (505) 864-7781 Office
Belen, NM 87002 (505) 864-2898 Residence

RED DOC
FARM

Double C Farms
William W. Cameron, Jr. & Family

377 Double C Drive
Raeford, NC 28376
(910) 875-4963
redbull@embarqmail.com

GRAY OAKS FARM
Dennis Jones, owner

905 Foxtrap Rd., Russellville, AL 35654
Home: (941) 735-9391
Austin Logan, Manager

(256) 335-8821

Polled Santa  
Gertrudis Association

Todd Osborne, Secretary & Treasurer
(859) 991-2438

peppydoc1@aol.com

Flying C Ranch
Lester & Ouida Cossey

2639 Gum Springs Rd., Searcy, AR 72143
(501) 207-2272

CREECH FARMS
12483 NC 39 • Zebulon, NC 27597

Tony (919) 427-4679  
Brandon (919) 761-3894

Email: ccreech6@gmail.com
Herd No. 16769 • Herd No. 37879

CF

contact us, 505.507.7781

April 10, 2021 Bosque, NM
r e d d o c f a r m . c o m

 Red Hot
17th Annual

RedHOTBulls
Hotel accomodations- Sheraton Albuquerque Airport Hotel, NM- 505.843.7000

Bull 
Sale

Polled Power Genetics_SG0221_Red Doc.indd   1 1/18/2021   8:17:51 AM

http://www.reddocfarm.com/
mailto:redbull@embarqmail.com
http://www.reddocfarm.com/
mailto:ccreech6@gmail.com
mailto:peppydoc1@aol.com
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Trail  Talk
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT
By Webb D. Fields

(361) 592-9357 | wfields@santagertrudis.com

T 
he year is already off to a fast 
start. As I write this article, we are 
currently getting ready to head to 
Oklahoma City. The Cattlemen’s 

Congress was formulated as the result 
of the cancelation of the National West-
ern Show in Denver, arguably the most 
prestigious event of the year, especially 
for idea exchange and marketing new 
herd sires. The group in Oklahoma City 
has put together an incredible event 
and invited Santa Gertrudis to partici-
pate. I am excited to be involved and 
have the opportunity to talk about and 
showcase our genetics on this stage. 
We are also continuing discussions, 
internally, on how to move the breed in 
a positive direction as it relates to our 
pedigree platform and new programs 
that can keep us on the same growth 
and demand trajectory we have seen 
over the past year.

We talk a lot about increasing fertility 
within the cow herd, adding carcass 
merit, more performance and pounds, 
all while keeping a modest frame size 
with the fleshing ability and quality that 
we all desire. In these discussions, we 
put a ton of emphasis on the sires we 
use, putting pressure on them to help 
move the needle in a positive direction 
across the multitude of traits we evaluate, 
and rightly so. A herd sire is, after all, 
half of the genetic makeup of your entire 
calf crop. We want artificial insemina-
tion (AI) sires that are multi-trait leaders 
to increase value across the entire cow 
herd. Simultaneously, we lean on our 
clean-up bulls that we turn out to drive 
the future of the program in a positive 
direction as they will spread their genet-
ics into a large volume of the herd.

What we often fail to consider is the 
actual cows themselves. We put so 
much emphasis on the sire without, 
at times, trying to advance the qual-
ity and genetic merit of the cow herd 
as aggressively as we possibly could. 

I, for one, am terrible about holding 
onto a cow too long. “It was a dry year 
last year; it’s not her fault she is open.” 
“She is one mating away from making 
a great one!” “Her feet are terrible, 
but she still breeds every year.” “I can 
always just put her in the chute and 
help the calf nurse for the first few days 
to help with her broken down udder and 
oversized teats.” 

These are all thoughts I have had 
myself at some point and I’m sure 
many can relate. While selecting for the 
absolute best herd sire we can infuse 
into our cow herd is important, we must 
also keep a diligent eye on the cow 
herd itself to enhance quality and drive 
genetic progress.

The quickest way to increase the 
genetic merit of a cow herd is to 

improve the bottom half. Every herd 
has a top end and a bottom end. While 
metrics for identifying these cows 
will differ from producer to producer 
depending on production goals, we all 
have that bottom end that drags down 
profitability or progress as they are not 
as desirable as the top half of your cur-
rent cow herd.

This less valuable bottom half of the 
herd could be considered on the bottom 
end because their expected progeny dif-
ferences and index values are not up to 
par with your production goals. Maybe 
structurally or from a phenotypic quality 
standpoint they are lacking. Some cows 
might have a poor production record 
and breeding history, or the quality of 
calves they throw have been under-
whelming. Or maybe some simply have 
developed an issue with feet, udders, 
etc. Whatever the reason, these cows 
should be identified and a plan formu-
lated to improve this bottom end of the 
herd. If we can improve this bottom end 
by either culling or strategic breeding, 
we can move the average quality and 
profitability of the entire herd by lessen-
ing or getting rid of this bottom end drag 
on the overall program. 

Celebrating Santas 
Santa Gertrudis Breeders International 

70th Annual Meeting
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Bay City Texas

J
oin your fellow Santa Gertrudis Breeders  

International (SGBI) members for the  

2021 SGBI Annual Meeting in Bay City,  

Texas, March 25-27, 2021. The  

jam-packed weekend will kick off  

Thursday, March 25 at the 4th Annual  

Briggs Ranches Super American Sale.  

Friday’s activities will include the spring SGBI  

Board of Directors meeting and the Mid-Coast  

International Super Sale. Saturday will kick off with a  

field day at Wendt Ranches; the day will conclude with the annual meeting,  

association awards program, President’s Dinner and dance at the Bay City  

Country Club. 

More information, including a schedule and registration information,  
can be found on page 20.  

We hope you’ll join us as we Celebrate Santas!

mailto:jford@santagertrudis.com?subject=
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
By Nancy Wunderlich

(979) 277-2838 | n.wunderlich@hotmail.com

SGBI OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
PRESIDENT Nancy Wunderlich

PRESIDENT ELECT  Gene Kubecka
SECRETARY/TREASURER  Debbie Townsend

BREED IMPROVEMENT  Kathryn Hefte
LONG RANGE PLANNING  Alicia Sanchez

MARKETING & PROMOTION  Erik Wiley
MEMBERSHIP  Tony Creech

YOUTH ACTIVITIES  Suzanne Fulton

SGBI BOARD OF DIRECTORS BY REGION
WESTERN REGION

Tylor Braden (Texas)
King Ranch®, Inc.

(361) 219-0434 | tbraden@king-ranch.com
Suzanne Fulton (Texas)

Fulton Farms
(940) 382-3611 | fultonfarms39@gmail.com

Kathryn Hefte (Texas)
Hefte Ranch

(210) 414-2493 | hefteranch@gmail.com
Gene Kubecka (Texas)

Wendt Partners
(979) 240-5311 | wendtranches@hotmail.com

Rafael Miranda (Colo.)
Cherokee Ranch

(303) 888-5297 | rmvls65@gmail.com
Michael Seay (Colo.)

J5 Cattle Ranch
(303) 621-4548 | michaelgseay@icloud.com

Nancy Wunderlich (Texas)
Wunderlich Farms

(979) 277-2838 | n.wunderlich@hotmail.com

EASTERN REGION
David Alderson (Tenn.)

Circle A Farm
(931) 682-2527 | dhealderson@gmail.com

Craig Lopossa (Ind.)
Red View Farms

(812) 829-8053 | craiglopossa@yahoo.com
Cody Mattingly (Ky.)

Mattingly Farms
(270) 668-3177 | mattinglyfarms96@yahoo.com

Trai Stegall (Miss.)
Stegall Farms

(662) 296-5120 | trais3@hotmail.com
Erik Wiley (La.)

Wiley Ranch
(318) 481-8082 | erikkeri@yahoo.com

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS
District 1 – Alicia Sanchez (N.M.) 

Red Doc Farm 
(505) 463-1993 | alicia@justiceins.com
District 2 – Debbie Townsend (Texas)

Townsend Cattle Company
(979) 541-4989 | townsendcattle81@gmail.com

District 3 – Jamie Daniel (Ark.)
777 Farms  

(870) 904-3070 | jamie.daniel@icloud.com
District 4 – Ricky Cleveland (Ala.)

Quail Valley Farms
(205) 446-5539 | ricky@xcelmasonry.com

District 5 – Tony Creech (N.C.)
Creech Farms

(919) 427-4679 | creechfarms6@gmail.com
District 6 – Nolan Taylor (Ky.)

Windcrest Farm
(270) 589-9046 | nolantaylor18@gmail.com 

F 
ebruary greetings to all of you! Have you checked out 
the association’s calendar of activities on santagertru-
dis.com? We have a jam-packed spring of activities 
scheduled. Several committees are diligently working 

to keep our Data Driven, Profit Proven cattle on course 
with an ever-changing cattle industry.

In January, the Cattlemen’s Congress in Oklahoma City, Okla., kicked off 
our show season with a successful junior and open show, along with the Red 
Dirt Diva Sale packed with quality cattle and semen packages. This was a 
great opportunity for our Santa Gertrudis cattle to be displayed and shown 
alongside several beef breeds from across the United States. Thank you to all 
who attended and represented our breed.

February brings us the National Santa Gertrudis Show at the Dixie National 
Livestock Show and Rodeo in Jackson, Miss., along with the prestigious Ban-
ners & Buckles Sale. This is another great opportunity to get our cattle in front 
of a mass of people.

March is packed with sales, starting with the Bluebonnet Classic in Halletts-
ville, Texas, March 20, 2021. The sale traditionally offers quality, productive 
cattle. March 25 kicks off a three-day event with the Briggs Super American 
Sale in Blooming, Texas. The Mid-Coast Super Sale follows the next day, 
March 26, at the same location.

I want to personally invite YOU to the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International 
70th Annual Meeting March 27. The Celebrating Santas event will be hosted in 
Bay City, Texas. The day kicks off at Wendt Ranches with a field day loaded 
with educational and social activities planned, and wraps up with the Executive 
Director’s Report, association awards and the President’s Dinner. Find more 
details about the three-day Celebrating Santas event on page 18.

As all the above is happening, various standing and special committees 
continue to meet and plan for our breed’s future. Many hours are dedicated to 
research and meetings with industry leaders by SGBI Executive Director Webb 
Fields and SGBI Consultant John Ford as they report their findings to members 
of the appropriate committees. Committee members log countless hours of 
time to make informed decisions to meet the needs of the cattle industry with 
our Data Driven, Profit Proven product. Thank you all for your dedication. 

You can learn more about committee involvement on page 14. I strongly 
encourage you to get involved. Choose a committee that interests you and join 
the decision-making process to support your own cause and future in the cattle 
industry. 
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For sale catalog, photos and up-to-date information, visit our Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/bluebonnetclassicsale/ 

For inquiries contact Sale Chairman: Debbie Townsend•(979) 541-4989•townsendcattle81@gmail.com

Video and online bidding 
available:

“Committed and Proven Sponsors”

March 20, 2021
11:00 am

Lavaca County Exposition Center • Hallettsville, TX

Offering to Include:
Replacement Females • Show Prospects  

Quality Bulls

 Borchers Southern Y Ranches, L.P., Charla Borchers-Leon &  
  Mary Kay Borchers
 Briggs Ranches, LRB Ranches LLC, Robert Briggs &  
  Louise Briggs Thurman
 Corporron Acres, Jim Corporron
 Pinnacle Cattle Co., Rodney & Barbara Corporron
 Four J Cattle Co., Larry Justiss Family
 Hargis Ranch, Philip & Dana Hargis
 Harris Riverbend Ranch, David & Laurie Harris
 Rancho Salida Del Sol, John & Pam Liford
 Strait Ranches, Y.N. Strait Family
 Townsend Cattle Co., Ivan Townsend Family
 Twin Creek Ranch, Wes & Lou Hall
 Wendt Ranches, Gene & Nancy Kubecka &  
  Daniel & Lauren Kubecka
 Wiley Ranch, Erik & Kim Wiley

Sale Schedule
Friday, March 19

5:00pm - Cattle Viewing
6:00pm - Dinner

Saturday, March 20
8:00am - Cowboy Coffee
11:00am - Sale Begins

SG0221_Bluebonnet Classic Sale.indd   1 1/13/2021   1:48:30 PM

http://www.facebook.com/bluebonnetclassicsale/


SANTA GERTRUDIS USA10

LET'S GET READY FOR  
SPRING CALVING

SANTA GERTRUDISProduction

George West, Texas 
(361) 566-2244

lacampanaranch.com
campana@granderiver.net

Randy L. Stanko, Ph.D., Texas A&M University-Kingsville

M 
any beef cattle producers in the 
South have probably started 
spring calving, but for those 
who have not, it is definitely 

time to gather supplies and review a 
calving plan. Therefore, this month 
I decided to re-visit a topic that can 
always use an update. 

A great starting point is making 
sure we have what we need and a pro-
tocol for what to do and when. First, 

let us get several plastic buckets from Lowes, Home Depot or 
similar (< $4 each). These buckets are great, can have lids 
and are very portable. Here is a brief collection of items you 
might find handy to place in the buckets:

	Calf chains (extras also), OB handles and cotton ropes
	Cow halters
	OB sleeves
	A functional flashlight(s) equipped with fresh batteries
	Liquid soap (I like Ivory)
	Paper towels and cloth towels
	Solution for dipping navels (tincture of iodine or 

Navel-Guard)
Now is the time to ensure that all 
participants on the “help list” know 
how to use our mechanical calf 
puller. If problems were to arise, 

written key instructions, such as 
“normal delivery time” for 

heifers and mature cows 
(post water break) and 
“when to assist?” can 
be helpful. Additional 
instructions on how to 
tell front feet from back 
feet are very important 

for less experienced 
folks. Information on 

cervical dilation; an “easy 
pull” vs. a “hard pull” scenario; 

getting those hips out; what to do if you see the back end 
first; and how to get calves to start breathing are great details 
to add to the instruction list.

Putting together an additional portable, lightweight toolbox 
with the following items could be beneficial:

	Ear tags, tagger and ear-tag marker
	Pregnancy-check information
	Calving book with veterinarian’s number on the inside 

cover
	Calf scale and sling
For major problems, you may want to consider the fol-

lowing items, just in case. Most problem calves are born 
between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. It is a proven, scientific fact, at 
least at my place!

	Calf tube feeder
	Frozen colostrum (from last calving season)
	Milk replacer and possibly artificial colostrum
	Milk receptacle for milking that bad udder cow, one more 

year
	Heat lamps
	Square bales and/or wood shavings
Last, colostrum performs best when consumed within the 

first six hours after birth. After 24 hours, the gut wall will not 
absorb the important antibodies, but the calf will still need 
nutrient-dense, high-quality milk on a consistent basis until it 
can nurse on its own. 

Remember, it should take no more than four hours from 
water breaking to delivery and, with first calf-heifers, sooner 
assistance is better than being too late. 

The more often we check our calving pasture, the more 
likely we can minimize problems, especially if we are pre-
pared for spring calving. 

http://www.lacampanaranch.com/
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S A N T A  G E R T R U D I S 

OSBORNE LIVESTOCK
Todd, Donna, Dalton & Ashley Osborne

Sparta, Ky.• Lathrop, Mo.
(859) 991-2438

peppydoc1@aol.com

parkerfarms@scrtc.com

P
F

arker
arms

Charles, Deanna, Chip, June & Carsen Parker
5552 Jackson Hwy. • Cave City, KY 42127

(270) 670-6285 • (270) 670-6776

H
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d
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4
4
3
4

Santa Gertrudis Cattle

Del & Ginny Thomas
Pleasant Hill, IL 62366

(217) 734-2283  
ginny2@irtc.net

Shampain Ranch

www.cbarcranch.net

De Soto, MO 63020
Alan Clark

Bud & Kelly Clark
(314) 607-1076

bud@cbarcranch.net

C Bar C Ranch

MATTINGLY FARMS
CODY MATTINGLY

Roger, Ivye, Whitney & Chase
488 Rock Haven Rd.

Brandenburg, Ky. 40108
(270) 668-3177

mattinglyfarms96@yahoo.com

RED VIEW FARMS
5480 Jordan Village Rd.
Poland, IN 47868
(812) 829-8053
craiglopossa@yahoo.com

DISTRICT VI BREEDERS 

SHAMPAIN RANCH
Del & Ginny Thomas • (217) 734-2283

Top-quality genetics from 
Diamond S Ranch and Hefte 
Ranch; both these new bulls 

are in the TOP 1% Marbling for 
the breed. We are excited to 
welcome them to our herd.

SG0221_District 6 Coop_Shampain.indd   1 1/14/2021   9:30:32 AM

mailto:ginny2@irtc.net?subject=
http://www.cbarcranch.net/
mailto:mattinglyfarms96@yahoo.com
mailto:peppydoc1@aol.com
mailto:ginny2@irtc.net
mailto:parkerfarms@scrtc.com
mailto:craiglopossa@yahoo.com
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FOR SGBI REGISTRATIONS CONTACT: Diana Ruiz
P. O. Box 1257, Kingsville, Texas 78364 |  diana@santagertrudis.com

Phone: (361) 592-9357 • Fax: (361) 592-8572

REGISTRATIONS, STAR 5 RECORDINGS  
AND TRANSFERS BY DISTRICT

DECEMBER  2020

ACTIVE MEMBERS
			   STAR 5	 Performance	 Purebred &	
	 District	 Purebred Reg.	 Reg.	 Only	 STAR 5 Trans.	
	 1	 5	 0	 4	 1	
	 2	 374	 5	 331	 320	
	 3	 41	 5	 0	 38	
	 4	 65	 2	 6	 44		
	 5	 76	 5	 12	 6

	 6	 0	 20	 1	 0

JUNIOR MEMBERS
			   STAR 5	 Performance	 Purebred &	
	 District	 Purebred Reg.	 Reg.	 Only	 STAR 5 Trans.	
	 1	 10	 0	 0	 6

	 2	 13	 0	 0	 10	
	 3	 2	 1	 0	 1	
	 4	 1	 0	 0	 1		
	 5	 0	 0	 0	 1

New  Members
SANTA GERTRUDIS WELCOMES

SANTA GERTRUDIS Calendar

Active Members
Demolition Cattle Co., Joshua A. Sanchez, Bosque, 

N.M.
La Merced Farm, Ronnie Sinclair, La Joya, N.M.

Junior Members
Dalton Everhart, Denham Springs, La.
Kara Leann Sims, Mineral Wells, Texas

Mia Mabray, Victoria, Texas
Jace Anderson, Denham Springs, La.

Tyler Jordan, Denham Springs, La.
Hagen Campbell, Laurel, Miss.

Brooke Foster, Holden, La.
Kallie McCarter, Rogersville, Mo.

Commercial Members
Karsyn Shrum, Coweta, Okla.

H&H Farm, Allison Horn, Nashville, Ark.
Castlewood, Mark and Laura King, 

Franktown, Colo.

Non-Members
Cotton Porter, Corpus Christi, Texas

By Kalli Kimble, District 1 Director

JuniorsSANTA GERTRUDIS 

H 
owdy! My name is Kalli Kimble and I 
am from Kingsbury, Texas, and will be 
graduating from Navarro High School 
this May.

Over the past few years, I wasn’t really 
sure how important the Annual Meeting 
was for Santa Gertrudis Breeders Inter-
national (SGBI) until our ability to have 
one was taken away in April 2020. Yes, 

fortunately the association was able to reschedule for later in 
the year, but even postponing such an event threw everyone 
for a loop. Committees such as Youth Activities and Shows 
and Exhibits had to explore new options to communicate and 
discuss plans that needed immediate review, all still while 
trying to understand and estimate how the pandemic was 
going to affect the next year. I believe SGBI handled the situ-
ation well and our Santa Gertrudis family prospered through 
the harsh year. 

From my position on the junior board, I believe that with 
the technology, teamwork and critical thinking skills of the 
Youth Activities Committee, the 2020 National Junior Santa 
Gertrudis Show went as smoothly as possible and was one 

of the most successful junior nationals that occurred in the 
2020 year. I can only hope that this year’s Annual Meeting 
can be held as normally as possible, while following restric-
tions to keep the Santa Gertrudis family healthy, and that the 
committees, breeders and industry leaders who attend this 
event are able to convene and celebrate this March 2021.  

FEBRUARY
11-14	 Dixie National Livestock Show and Rodeo, 

Jackson, Miss.
12	 Banners & Buckles Sale, Jackson, Miss.
13	 National Santa Gertrudis Show, Jackson, Miss.
27	 Savannah River Cattlemen Sale, Hephzibah, Ga.

MARCH
20	 Bluebonnet Classic Sale, Hallettsville, Texas
25	 4th Annual Briggs Super American Brangus and 

Santa Gertrudis Sale, Bloomington, Texas
25-27	 SGBI 70th Annual Meeting, Bay City, Texas
26	 Mid-Coast Super Sale, Briggs Ranch, 

Bloomington, Texas

APRIL
9	 Rocky Mountain Santa Gertrudis Association 

Spring Runoff Sale, Bosque, N.M.
10	 Red Hot Bull Sale, Bosque, N.M.
24	 Crimson Classic Sale, Cullman, Ala.

MAY
8	 48th Annual Breeders of the Carolinas Sale, 

Chester, S.C.

JUNE
19-26	 2021 National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show, 

Texarkana, Ark.

mailto:diana@santagertrudis.com
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Rockin 3T Ranch

Scott Threet (972) 489-6887 801 Lakeway
Colby Threet (214) 949-7084 Ennis, TX 75119

Home of Cinderella & Prince Charmin

Heifers for 
Sale

VZ Cattle 
Scott & Tracy Van Zile

New Boston, Texas 75570
(903) 277-3601 or 

(903) 908-0606
vzcattle@gmail.com

SA N TA  G E RT R U D I S 
SMALL BREEDERS GROUP 

C.S.C
Carley’s Show Cattle
Ben, Leah & Carley Morgan 
205 Madison St. • Portia, Ark.  
(870) 759-1948 or (870) 759-1947 
benandleahmorgan@gmail.com

Purebred Santa GertrudiS and Star 5 Cattle

Triple P Ranch
Mike, Kim or Tate Peppercorn
11090 FM 356 • Trinity, Texas 75862
(713) 703-8937 • (281) 825-8459
(936) 222-1164
kim.peppercorn@yahoo.com

EXCELL 
SANTA GERTRUDIS

XL
Sam, Sandy and Todd Hyde

Santa Fe, TX 77517
281.705.0832 • excellsantagertrudis@gmail.com

www.excellsantagertrudis.com

M. C. LONGACRE, JR. 
Old Cedar Point Farm

Elizabethtown, KY
(270) 505-2910 • clongacre60@gmail.com

ARROW CREEK 
SANTA GERTRUDIS

HERD 8859

Lucky L Farm
SEAN, RAMONA,  

DYLAN & KAYLEE LEDDY
550 Sunset Ridge

Cave City, Ark. 72521
(870) 805-1938

luckyfarm12@gmail.com
Santa Gertrudis

STAR 5

NATIONAL YEARLING BULL BOND 007
P.O. Box 220 Cell: (479) 936-0912
Pea Ridge, AR 72751 Toll Free: (800) 408-9538

Semen  
Available

jerry&waterjetcutting.net

WINDCREST
John & Nolan Taylor

1238 Claggett Rd.
Leitchfield, Ky. 42754

(270) 589-9046
Herd No. 10772

Gertguys@windstream.net
REGISTERED SANTA GERTRUDIS CATTLE

Mark & Dixie Clay
4522 Hwy. 84E • Meadville, MS 39653
(601) 573-0204 • dixieclay@att.net

Herd No. 1541

Ridge Point Ranch

O/X RANCH Striving for 
Excellence

P.O. Box 396 • Las Vegas, N.M. 87701
o.xranch@hotmail.com

Stacey Montano
(505) 429-0067

Briana Montano
(505) 429-0353

Floyd, Misty & Bret Pittman
3361 Amyx Hill Rd.
Ponder, Texas 76259 
floyd@aeroaac.com

Pittman Cattle Co.

(940) 367-5963

F
B

(270) 505-2910
Herd No. 8859

ARROW CREEK SANTA GERTRUDIS
AT OLD CEDAR POINT FARM • ELIZABETHTOWN, KY.

SG0221_Small Breeders_Arrow Creek.indd   1 1/13/2021   4:16:27 PM

mailto:clongacre60@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:clongacre60@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:luckylfarm12@gmail.com
mailto:benandleahmorgan@gmail.com
mailto:o.xranch@hotmail.com
http://www.excellsantagertrudis.com/
mailto:floyd@aeroaac.com
mailto:dixieclay@att.net
mailto:kim.peppercorn@yahoo.com
mailto:jerry@waterjetcutting.net
mailto:vzcattle@gmail.com
mailto:gertguys@windtream.net
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M
embership is the foundation of any progressive breed 
association. There are countless ways for members to 
get involved in Santa Gertrudis Breeders International 
(SGBI), whether by attending association events, such 

as the annual meeting or national show, networking with 
other breeders or serving on a committee.

Serving on a committee is one of the most valuable ways 
you can contribute to the breed association. Regardless 
of how many years you’ve been involved with the breed – 
whether it’s one year or decades – all SGBI members are 
invited to participate in any of SGBI’s 12 committees. The 
purpose of each committee is to serve as the voice of the 
membership and provide recommendations to ensure 
SGBI’s continued success. One of the unique 
aspects of any breed association is the diversity 
of members. Each member has unique experi-
ences and expertise they can leverage during 
committee discussions.

“SGBI has members from across the coun-
try who share a common interest in Santa 
Gertrudis cattle, but all have different environ-
ments and experiences,” says Webb Fields, 
SGBI executive director. “We have cattle folks 
as well as businessmen and women with a ton of 
experience across many different interests, and we 
need to leverage those experiences for the benefit of 
our breed, our association and our members.”

The different experiences and ideas members bring to the 
table is an invaluable resource for the association, especially 
when it comes time to make decisions that affect the breed’s 
future.

“The association allows for breed standards, discussions 
on breed improvement and growth, as well as the rules 
that govern the way the body wants to do business and be 
perceived within the industry and to the public,” Fields says. 
“Having a likeminded group that’s also diverse is important 
when making these decisions.”

While Hefte has been involved with a variety of different 
committees over the years, she can relate to member’s who 
want to get more involved but may feel intimidated or unsure 
how to go about getting involved.

“It can be hard to know how and where to get involved,” 
she says. “My advice is to let some of the committee and 
board members know that you are interested in serving.”

Hefte says it’s also important to be flexible about commit-
tee assignments and encourages members to listen and learn 
from experienced committee members.

“After expressing my desire to be more involved to a board 
member, I was invited to be on the Finance Committee,” 

Hefte says. “Accounting is not exactly my strong suit; 
however, I learned a lot about the SGBI finances 

and challenges of running a financially secure 
breed association.”

Since serving on the Finance Committee, 
Hefte has also served on the Youth Activi-
ties, Breed Standards and Performance 
committees.

“Serving on these various committees 
has definitely made me a better SGBI Board 

member, and I encourage all members who 
are interested and willing to consider serving on 

an SGBI committee,” she says.
It can take time to make changes at the committee 

level. As a result, some members may not be aware of the 
work that goes on within the committees. One committee 
that has been remarkably busy recently is SGBI’s Perfor-
mance Committee, which Hefte has chaired since 2016. The 
committee is currently working on several projects, including 
activating a voluntary Whole Herd Reporting system, adding 
data to SGBI’s Fertility expected progeny differences (EPDs) 
to improve accuracy and refining the association’s Balanced, 
Cow/Calf and Terminal indexes. The committee is also look-
ing at opportunities to update the association’s database to 
ensure accuracy.

“The upcoming move to a new registry platform will 
undoubtably throw new challenges our way, but I am excited 
about the new capabilities we will be able to achieve in per-
formance recording and reporting.”

In recent years, the Performance Committee has also 
played an instrumental role in the release of the association’s 
two new fertility EPDs – Heifer Pregnancy and Breed Back 
– as well as the release of three new goal-oriented indexes 
– Balanced, Cow/Calf and Terminal – which replaced the 
outdated Carcass Rank and Growth indexes.

“In addition to these big changes, there are always smaller 
updates occurring, such as changes to age breaks and date 
ranges for specific measurements, and decisions on embryo 
transfer and/or multiple sire/dam contemporary groupings,” 
Hefte explains.

Encouraging Involvement, 
Embracing Diversity

Committee Involvement by SGBI’s Diverse Membership  
is Critical to Association’s Continued Growth

By Jessie Topp-Becker, Managing Editor

CONTINUED ON  PAGE 16 

S A N TA  G E R T R U D I S

B
REE D E R S  I N T E R N AT I ON

A
L

The purpose of each committee is to 
serve as the voice of the membership and 

provide recommendations to ensure SGBI’s 
continued success.

SGBI has continuously thrived over the years because of 
members’ willingness to dedicate their time and share their 
ideas to advance the breed.

“SGBI is a member-led organization, and we are only 
as strong and involved as our members that make up the 
organization,” says Kathryn Hefte, long-time Santa Gertru-
dis breeder and Performance Committee chairman. “It is 
important for each member to be willing to put forth time and 
resources to keep the breed and association on strong foot-
ing and moving forward.”
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Delmo Payne, Owner Brent Shaw, Manager
(205) 468-5319 (cell) (205) 412-5761 (cell)

Grandview Farms
Cattle & Semen 

for Sale
5400 Bexar Ave. East
Hamilton, AL 35570

www.grandviewfarm.biz
RESERVE NATIONAL CHAMPION BULL

“JOHN 316”
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2903 Co. Rd. 434
Moulton, AL 35650

Office
(256) 974-5392

Jernigan Ranch
Wayne & Lavonne

Buena Vista, GA 31803
O:  (229) 649-2575  H: (229) 649-7724

C: (229) 649-9659
Email: wjernigansr@gmail.com R
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www.goodinfarms.com
Berley, Jerry & Terry Goodin

Breeders of Santa Gertrudis Cattle
Official Nu Gen Project Farm

goodin     farms
auSTin, in (812) 794-2624
SGBi Herd #19416

 Wes McDaniel   Judy McDaniel 
 (404) 630-1142 (404) 226-5177

Email: mcdanielwb@gmail.com

MC Ranch
6016 Salem Valley Rd. 

Ringgold, GA 30736
www.mcranch.com

IN
D

IA
N

A

Al Shiyou
6033 Pontiac Dr.
Kiln, MS 39556

Tideland Farms
TL

(c) 228.216.8731
(h) 228.255.8729

Replacement Heifers & Bulls
We Got Some Good Ones.

Heath Farms
387 Goodin Williams Rd.  
Hodgenville, KY 42748
email: bheath12@windstream.net

(270) 358 4820

Pat & Beverly Heath

Jimmy & Ginger Montgomery
17925 Hwy. 82 • Union Springs, Ala. 36089

334.703.1314 (c) • 334.738.4886 (h)

Polled Bulls for Sale

Herd No. 2926

WILEY RANCH
Erik or Kim Wiley

155 Sayes Rd., Deville, LA 71328  
(318) 481-8082•(318) 481-6927

erikkeri@yahoo.com
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www.cbarcranch.net

De Soto, MO 63020
Alan Clark

Bud & Kelly Clark
(314) 607-1076

bud@cbarcranch.net

C Bar C Ranch

Alan & Vivian Cox 
6444 Cox Mill Rd. 
Sanford, NC 27332

Herd #16315
C (919) 708-2816
H (919) 499-6741
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Al Jackson: 803.984.0704 
Ajackson@pike.com

T.A. Jackson: 803.482.2283

lou al tuck farms
Great Falls, S.C.
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Circle A Farm

Phone (931) 682-2527
4824 Leipers Creek

Williamsport, TN 38487

David & Elaine Alderson
Registered Santa Gertrudis Cattle

Champions for the 
Pasture & Showring

T
EN

N
ES

S
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4S Farms
Geraldine, Ala. 35974
Zane Troxtel, Farm Mgr.
(256) 641-0513
Robert Richey, Herd Mgr.
(256) 641-4400
www.4sfarmsllc.com

T
E

X
A

S bieri farms
P.O. Box 441 y Angleton, Texas 77516

(979) 849-7911
Herd No. 474 • www.bierifarms.com

C
O

LO
R

A
D

O SEDALIA, COLORADO

RAFAEL MIRANDA 
Ranch Manager  
303-888-5297

CherokeeRanchandCattle.com

JAMES HOLMES 
Executive Director  

303-523-9503

Graves Creek Ranch, LLC
purebred
star 5

bpowell@powelltransportation.com

barry powell
Columbia, MS
(601) 270-1561

K/C

KC Ranch LLC
Kenneth W and Cynthia M Smith

(406) 945-2486 • (406) 945-4384
13067 Bristlecone Rd. • Henryetta, OK 74437

pioneerfluids@gmail.com
Raising registered SG replacement  

heifers, bulls and STAR 5.

Kenny & Jackie Williams
Kentwood, LA 70444

(985) 229-0012 • (225) 276-6970 cell
Herd 38981williamskh1953@gmail.com

WILLIAMS FARM

Borchers 
Southern Y Ranches, L. P.

Y Braford F1

Charla Borchers-Leon • Mary Kay Borchers 
2401 North Wheeler Street 

Victoria, Texas 77901 • (361) 575-1297

Purebred • StaR 5 • Crossbred Cattle

Santa Gertrudis

Tommy Phillips Matt Meador
(361) 573-5919 (H) (361) 575-1297 (O)
(361) 649-9726 (M) (361) 571-9728 (M)

N
E

W
 M

E
X
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O

RM R&M Farms
Proud to Raise
  Registered Santa Gertrudis
  Santa Gertrudis x Angus  
  and Hereford

www.randmfarm.com

R&M Farms
Ronnie & Marilyn Shorter

21 Rd. 360 • Aztec, NM 87410
(R) 505-486-2109 • (M) 505-330-5477

ron.shorter9@gmail.com

Semen Available by Straw

T & S FARM
Chris Swygert

(803) 223-3417 
cows1992@gmail.com

T
S

Registered Santa Gertrudis & STAR 5 Cattle
Tommy Shealy
(803) 730-3347 
tlsshealysbbq@yahoo.com

3500 Pond Branch Rd. • Leesville, S.C. 29070

Briggs Ranches
PO Box 1417 • Victoria, Texas 77902 

(361) 573-7141

Joe Jones, manager (361) 897-1337
Traylor Division
Bloomington, Texas

(361) 897-1337
San Roque Division

Catarina, Texas
(830) 999-3236

San Carlos Division
Rio Grande City, Texas

Joe Jones: briggsranches@hotmail.com

www.BriggsRanches.com

Cowman Selected. Cowman Proven.

Kevin & Heather Blewett and  
Harrison & Kalli Kimble

Kingsbury, Texas • (210) 744-8100
buenavidacattle.com

https://www.santagertrudis.com/
https://www.grandviewfarm.biz/
mailto:wjernigansr@gmail.com
https://www.goodinfarms.com/
mailto:mcdanielwb@gmail.com
https://www.mcranch.com/
mailto:bheath12@windstream.net
mailto:erikkeri@yahoo.com
https://www.cbarcranch.net/
mailto:bud@cbarcranch.net
mailto:Ajackson@pike.com
https://www.4sfarmsllc.com/
https://www.bierifarms.com/
mailto:bpowell@powelltransportation.com
mailto:pioneerfluids@gmail.com
mailto:williamskh1953@gmail.com
https://www.randmfarm.com/
mailto:ron.shorter9@gmail.com
mailto:cows1992@gmail.com
mailto:tlsshealysbbq@yahoo.com
mailto:briggsranches@hotmail.com
https://www.briggsranches.com/
https://buenavidacattle.com/
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Santa Gertrudis Breeders International has 12 committees and subcom-
mittees. Read more about each of the committees, pick one and join the 
discussion!

Breed Improvement Committee
The responsibilities of the Breed Improvement Committee are managed 

through the following subcommittees:
	 The Breed Standards Subcommittee shall be referred to for 

recommendations on all policy matters concerning the Standard of 
Excellence, breed improvement programs, registration of cattle and 
recording methods applicable thereto.

	 The Performance Testing Subcommittee shall be referred 
to on all aspects of breed improvement relating to performance-ori-
ented programs, and will be charged with increasing and encourag-
ing breeder participation in these programs.

	 The Research and Education Subcommittee shall be 
referred to for current research information regarding beef cattle 
and the Santa Gertrudis breed, and shall be charged with encourag-
ing and/or supervising relevant and ongoing research on the breed.

Marketing and Promotion Committee
The responsibilities of the Marketing and Promotion Committee shall be 

managed through the following subcommittees:
	 The Shows and Exhibits Subcommittee shall be referred 

to on all policy matters pertaining to shows and exhibits in which 
Santa Gertrudis cattle participate.

	 The Sales and Marketing Subcommittee shall be referred 
to on all policy matters relating to the marketing and merchandis-
ing of purebred and crossbred Santa Gertrudis cattle in the United 
States and foreign countries.

	 The Breed Promotion Subcommittee shall be referred to on 
all policy matters relating to the advertising and promotion of the 
Santa Gertrudis breed in the United States and foreign countries.

	 The Commercial Cattleman Subcommittee shall be 
referred to on policy and procedures relating to the marketing of and 
merchandising of purebred and Santa Gertrudis-influenced genetics 
in the United States to commercial and commercially oriented cattle 
operations.

Finance and Auditing Committee
The Finance and Auditing Committee shall be nominated by the 

secretary-treasurer, who will serve as chairman of the committee, and who 
will have supervision of the books of account of the association, making 
regular audits of such books of account. To it shall be referred all matters 
pertaining to the fiscal affairs of the association.

Long Range Planning Committee
The Long Range Planning Committee shall be nominated by the vice 

president designated as Long Range Planning vice president, and shall be 
charged with the establishment and maintenance of the Santa Gertrudis 
Breeders International Long Range Plan.

Membership Committee
The Membership Committee shall be nominated by the vice president, 

and shall be charged with the maintenance of membership rolls and the 
establishment of criteria for membership, communications between 
members and beef industry allies, and encouraging member retention and 
recruitment of new members.

Youth Activities Committee
The Youth Activities Committee shall be nominated by the vice president 

designated as youth vice president, and shall be charged with the establish-
ment and maintenance of the existing comprehensive set of guidelines and 
programs for the motivation of more active junior members.

For more details on the committees, along with more opportunities to 
get involved in the association, visit the SGBI website or contact the SGBI 
office. 

Making changes to the association requires members’ will-
ingness to dedicate their time and share their ideas. When SGBI 
members come together, it’s remarkable what can happen.

ENCOURAGING INVOLVEMENT,  
EMBRACING DIVERSITY
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 14

“Having a unified voice allows us to remain at the industry 
table with strength in our message,” Fields says. “Cultivating 
idea sharing and collaborating with one another makes sure 
we study all angles, move this breed in a positive direc-
tion, and stay at the forefront of new and potential areas of 
growth.” 

JOIN AN SGBI COMMITTEE
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Four  J  Cattle
Larry & Zoe Justiss 6994 U.S. Hwy 77 N
(361) 772-5613 Hallettsville, TX 77964 
zjustiss@cvctx.com www.fourjcattle.com 

Registered Santa Gertrudis & Crosses
J J

DaviD & Laurie Harris
P.O. Box 691 • Cleburne, Texas 76033

(817) 641-4159
david.harrisfarms@yahoo.com

Harris
riverBenD Farms

Fulton Farms
Jane Fulton, Suzanne Fulton & Taylor Terry

Post Office Box 3064  Denton, TX 76202
esterry@hotmail.com

(940) 368-7630 
(940) 898-1423 EF

ES
T2

Double      
Wylie and B. J. Taliaferro

Box 57, Rosser, TX 75157 • Herd # 3326 
Wylie: 469-644-1620 • Duane Miller: 214-793-5111  

wylietaliaferro@yahoo.com 

 Ranch

-H-Box 457 • Hemphill, TX 75948
(409) 787-2165

email: hargisfarms@gmail.com 
Herd # 7325

Hargis Farms
SANTA GERTRUDIS

Office
(256) 974-5392

Lillian, Texas

Box 869
San Diego, Texas 78384

(361) 701-5683
Charter Member S.G.B.I.

John Martin Ranches

J
Herd #4

MYERS CATTLE &  
LAND CORP.
MARK MYERS
(936) 825-6544

www.myerscattleandland.com

25821 State Hwy. 6 South  Navasota, Texas 77868
contact: Lauren Myers West (281) 744-7605

or: Billy Eubanks (512) 484-1776

Santa Gertrudis 
Cattle Herd #878

Allen & Cheryll GrAinGer
P.O. BOx 2282, Brenham, Tx 77834

979-830-8785 • rockingacattle@gmail.com
www.rockingasantagertrudis.com

Rocking A Ranch

“The Tradition Continues”

Since 1898
Santa Gertrudis Since 1950

Herd #439

Olivarez ranches

P.O. Box 829
Mission, TX 78573

Ben D. Olivarez
(956) 585-1661 (o)

Helen Groves, owner
Ken Welch, general manager

17490 Private Road 4105, Baird, TX 79504
(325) 854-1002   Fax (325) 854-1010

Silverbrook Ranches

AJ & Rosemary Gambino
P. O. Box 235 Pattison, TX 77466

(832) 496-8836
www.santagertrudiscattle.com   

e-mail: rosemary.gambino@gmail.com

Rose Hill Ranch

SILER 
SANTA GERTRUDIS CATTLE

DAVID & AVANELL SILER
P.O. Box 3
Doole, Texas  76836

(325) 483-5449

Urbanosky ranch
SGBI Herd # 2243 • eSt. 1969

Home of sensation 5-1
14525 Urbanosky Ln., PLantersviLLe, tX 77363

Jerome (281) 797-5715 • Blake (936) 870-5252

www.urbanoskyranch.com

Townsend Cattle Co.
Ivan Townsend Family

HOME OF  
RDF SANCHO’S NEVER BEFORE 1136

Louise, Texas • (979) 541-3409
townsend30@yahoo.com

Cattle Located in 
Hondo and  

Agua Dulce, 
Texas

1200 State Hwy 173 N
Hondo, Texas 78861

Kathryn Hefte Petty
(210) 414-2493
K.T. Hefte
(361) 813-4937

Office
(256) 974-5392

Kelly Vesper
Charter Member SGBI - Herd 43
Drawer 679, Cotulla, TX 78014

(903) 436-3606

vesper ranch

Established 1850

Lou & Robin Breving
Alvarado, Texas
817-821-7540  
loub5@yahoo.com

Iron oaks
C A T T L E

10 years of 
breeding to achieve 

PERFORMANCE  
with BALANCE!

Utley Ranches
Burt Utley
(830) 583-2952

REGISTERED SANTA GERTRUDIS
Route 2, Box 41-K

Kenedy, Texas 78119

QUALITY SHOW HEIFERS AND  
REPLACEMENTS AT REASONABLE PRICES!

Herd 767

C
CORPORRON ACRES

www.Corporronacres-Pinnaclecattle.com

Jim Corporron
Schulenburg, Texas 78956

Ranch (979) 562-2405 
Cell (979) 561-7185  

Email: jim@corpacres.com

Rodney & Barbara Corporron
Schulenburg, Texas 78956

(713) 724-1268

PINNACLE  
CATTLE CO., LLC

Brad Wright
Genetic Consultant

(979) 219-4599

Jessie Mendel
Manager

(979) 561-7103

Y.N. Strait Family
Carrizo Springs, TX

830.317.3310 | 972.841.0989 
ynstrait@straitranches.com

www.straitranches.com  

STRAITRanches

Darrell roach
Keller, Texas • (817) 235-8158

Crosswinds.tx@gmail.com

5475 FM 457 Gene Kubecka: (979) 240-5311
Bay City, Texas 77414 Daniel Kubecka: (979) 240-5312

Wendt RanchesS

S

S

SHerd Established in 1954
Performance testing since 1958

E-mail: wendtranches@hotmail.com  
Website: www.wendtranches.com

SG
BI
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Terry/Nancy Wunderlich & Family
Brenham, Texas

Nancy: 979-277-2838
wunderlichfarms@gmail.com

WUNDERLICH  FARMS
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L

gyranda.com.au

Theodore, Queensland 

AUSTRALIA
 

Peter & Nikki Mahony

T
E

X
A

S

Contact Sales Representative:
TO ADVERTISE IN SG-USA

DARREN RICHMOND
(423) 364-9281  

djrichmd@gmail.com

https://www.santagertrudis.com/
mailto:zjustiss@cvctx.com
https://www.fourjcattle.com/
mailto:david.harrisfarms@yahoo.com
mailto:esterry@hotmail.com
mailto:wylietaliaferro@yahoo.com
mailto:hargisfarms@gmail.com
https://www.myerscattleandland.com/
mailto:rockingacattle@gmail.com
https://www.rockingasantagertrudis.com/
https://www.santagertrudiscattle.com/
mailto:rosemary.gambino@gmail.com
https://www.urbanoskyranch.com/
mailto:townsend30@yahoo.com
mailto:loub5@yahoo.com
https://www.corporronacres-pinnaclecattle.com/
mailto:jim@corpacres.com
mailto:ynstrait@straitranches.com
https://www.straitranches.com/
mailto:Crosswinds.tx@gmail.com
mailto:wendtranches@hotmail.com
https://www.wendtranches.com/
mailto:wunderlichfarms@gmail.com
https://gyranda.com.au/
mailto:djrichmd@gmail.com
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T
he 2021 Annual Meeting Committee has planned a jam-
packed weekend of events, March 25-27, applauding the 
many successes of the breed and Santa Gertrudis Breed-
ers International (SGBI) members. Celebrating Santas 

is a weekend designed to educate, motivate and recognize 
the many achievements of the breed, the association and 
membership. 

Activities will kick off Thursday, March 25, in Blooming-
ton, Texas, at the 4th Annual Briggs Ranches Super Ameri-
can Sale. This sale has quickly gained a reputation among 
ranchers for offering performance-tested bulls that produce 
profitable offspring capable of hitting all end-point targets. 
Launching Celebrating Santas activities by connecting with 
bull buyers at the Super American Sale emphasizes SGBI’s 
commitment to breeding profitable cattle that meet the needs 
of commercial cattlemen. 

Friday’s activities will include the spring SGBI Board of 
Directors Meeting; however, the highlight of the day’s activi-
ties will be the Mid-Coast International Super Sale, which 
will start at 4 p.m. at Briggs Ranches in Bloomington, Texas. 
The Mid-Coast International Super Sale has become one of 
the breed’s premiere events, and the 2021 offering will once 
again offer elite genetic packages. The Mid-Coast Sale will 
include a social featuring food, fun and music with a Cajun 
flavor. 

Bay City, Texas, is the site of Saturday’s events. Wendt 
Ranches Partners will be hosting a field day offering a 
number of educational activities, including a judging con-
test and a Cattlemen’s Panel comprised of industry leaders 
representing both the seedstock and commercial sectors. 

SGBI’s 70th Annual Membership Meeting

Celebrating Santas
The Santa Gertrudis breed has made tremendous progress over the 

past seven years, catching the attention of knowledgeable cattlemen 
nationwide. Demand for the breed’s profitable genetic package 

emphasizes that Data Driven and Profit Proven Santa Gertrudis are 
valued by beef industry members up and down the production chain.  

No doubt, this growing industry interest is cause for celebration, and the 
2021 Annual Meeting Committee plans to do just that by  

Celebrating Santas. 

W
eaning weight (WW) expected progeny differences 
predict the average difference in the weaning weight 
of an animal’s progeny compared to another animal’s 
progeny. This weaning weight difference is predicted 

for a standard weaning age of 205 days. Weaning weights 
can be adjusted to 205 days of age and used in genetic 
evaluation if the calves are at least 120 days of age and not 

Need to Know
SGBI

older than 300 days. This allows for weaning large groups of 
calves at one time, even if there is a wide range in age.  

Remember that only the calves born within 60 days of 
each other can be in the same contemporary group, but this 
range allows for multiple groups to be weaned at the same 
time. It is important to get a weight as soon as possible after 
weaning.  

Weaning weights should be one of the easiest data points 
to measure with the largest contemporary groups since all 
calves, even culls, must be weaned. Weighing all calves at 
weaning will result in the most value to the genetic evalu-
ation. Weaning weight can also be submitted at registra-
tion. A weaning date must accompany the data submission 
to accurately adjust for the age of the calf. For questions 
regarding weaning weight submissions, please contact Diana 
at diana@santagertrudis.com. 

Field day registration will open at 9 a.m., with the program 
scheduled to start at 10:45 a.m. In addition to contest and 
educational activities, participants will have ample time  
to visit, share ideas and reminisce about the progress wit-
nessed during SGBI’s first 70 years. 

With the National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show contest on 
the horizon, junior members will want to take this opportunity 

SA N TA  G E R T R U D I S

B
RE E D E R S  I N T E R N AT I O
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L

70
TH  ANNUAL MEETING

M

ARCH 27, 2
0

2
1

Bay City
Texas

CONTINUED ON  PAGE 19 

mailto:diana@santagertrudis.com
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DARREN RICHMOND   
Ringgold, Ga.     

(423) 364-9281   
www.richmondphotovideo.com

djrichmd@gmail.com
Facebook/ 

Darren Richmond     
SALE CATTLE  •  HERD SIRES  •  DONOR COWS

S
ER

V
IC

ES

Photography    Marketing    Advertising  
Herd Consulting    Sales Consulting

Lundberg CattLe ServiCeS

bill Lundberg Office: (479) 967-1524
P.O. box 567 Cell: (479) 880-6217
russellville, ar 72801 lundbergcss@yahoo.com

David Alderson
931.682.2527

Williamsport, TN

Darren Richmond
423.364.9281

djrichmd@gmail.com

Marketing & Promotion  
of Santa Gertrudis Cattle

alderson/
richmond

HOOVER CASE
AUCTIONEER

P.O. Box 281 
Marshfield, MO 65706

(417) 844-6020

PITCHFORD CATTLE SERVICES
  Specializing in Show & Sale Cattle
 Offering Year Round Gain Testing

 Herd Consultation, Management & A.I. Work

8565 CR 3913 • Athens, Texas
(903) 388-2288 (c)

Darrell, Shana,  
Casey & Gracey Pitchford

pitchfordcattle@hotmail.com PITCHFORDTRADITION.COM
Contact  

Sales Representative:

DARREN RICHMOND
(423) 364-9281  

djrichmd@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE IN  
SG-USA

April 24th, 2021
11:00 am • Cullman Stockyards

Cullman, AL

Sponsored by:
The Alabama Connection • Tinney Farms

Grandview Farm • Gray Oaks Farm
Quail Valley Farm

Selling 75+ Santa Gertrudis
Influenced Lots.
Pairs • Open & Bred Heifers

Selling 50 High Quality
Registered Santa Gertrudis Lots 

To Consign and for Catalog Requests
Contact Darren Richmond
423-364-9281 | djrichmd@gmail.com 

to brush up on their animal evaluation skills and enter a team 
in the judging contest. The Cattlemen’s Panel will focus on 
developing seedstock programs that meet the needs of com-
mercial cow-calf producers, feeders and packers, and will 
provide an overview of the rapidly changing beef industry. 

Celebrating Santas will wrap up with the 70th Annual Santa 
Gertrudis Membership Meeting at the Bay City Country Club. 
The Executive Director’s report, association awards and the 

70th Annual Membership Meeting will highlight the social 
hour, which will be followed by the President’s Dinner. Hap-
penings at the country club are scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. 
For participants wanting to keep the weekend going follow-
ing the President’s Dinner, a local band will be providing the 
music for a little two-stepping around the dance floor until 
the clock strikes midnight. 

SGBI members will want to mark March 25-27 on their 
2021 calendar and plan on attending Celebrating Santas at 
the 70th Annual SGBI Membership Meeting. 

CELEBRATING SANTAS
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 18

mailto:djrichmd@gmail.com?subject=
https://www.santagertrudis.com/
https://www.richmondphotovideo.com/
mailto:djrichmd@gmail.com
mailto:lundbergcss@yahoo.com
mailto:djrichmd@gmail.com
mailto:pitchfordcattle@hotmail.com
https://pitchfordtradition.com/
mailto:djrichmd@gmail.com
mailto:coljdhsold@gmail.com
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March 25-27, 2021

TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE

Santa Gertrudis Breeders International 70th Annual Meeting

Celebrating Santas



$120.00 per person	 x	 =  $    	 If received BY March 12, 2021

CELEBRATING SANTAS  FIELD DAY
	 $20 per person	 x	 =  $    
ANNUAL MEETING AND PRESIDENT'S DINNER		

 	 (includes Celebrating Santas Dance)
	 $100 per person 	 x	 =  $    

Registration Form 
Name:	 Spouse:

Ranch Name:	 Herd  No.:	

Phone:	 Email:

Address:	

City: 	 State:	 Zip:

COMPLETE REGISTRATION INCLUDES: 
Celebrating Santas Field Day, Annual Meeting and President's Dinner

SATURDAY
A LA CARTE TICKETS AVAILABLE: PAYMENT METHOD

Check No.:	 TOTAL: $
Credit Card:	 	 Visa	 	 Mastercard 

please check one
Credit Card No.:

Expiration Date:
Card Holder Name:

Card Holder Signature:

Mail registration to SGBI:
P.O. Box 1257  

Kingsville, TX  78364  
or FAX to (361) 592-8572

Thursday, March 25

11:00 a.m.	 Super American Sale – Briggs 
Ranches, Bloomington, Texas

Friday, March 26

9:00 a.m.	 Board of Directors Meeting – 
Victoria, Texas

4:00 p.m. 	 Mid-Coast International 
Super Sale Social – Briggs 
Ranches, Bloomington, Texas

6:00 p.m.	 Mid-Coast International 
Super Sale – Briggs Ranches, 
Bloomington, Texas

Saturday, March 27

9:00 a.m.	 Field Day Registration Opens 
– Wendt Ranch Partners,  
Bay City, Texas 

10:45 a.m.-3:00 p.m.	 Celebrating Santas Field Day 
– Wendt Ranch Partners,  
Bay City, Texas 

 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.	 Annual Meeting and  
Association Awards Program 
– Bay City Country Club

7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.	 President's Dinner – Bay City 
Country Club

9:30 p.m.	 Celebrating Santas Dance – 
Bay City Country Club

HEADQUARTERS HOTEL
Fairfield Inn and Suites, Bay City 

515 7th St. Bay City, Texas
(979) 323-9191

BOOK YOUR GROUP RATE FOR SGBI  
HERE!

Rooms are limited – book yours today!

SUPER SALES HOST HOTEL
Homewood Suites, Victoria 

6705 N E Zac Lentz Pkwy., Victoria, Texas
(361) 578-1900

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1610127626240&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1610127626240&key=GRP&app=resvlink
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For more information, please visit our website
www.sgbreedersofthecarolinas.com

SALE MANAGER
Darren Richmond (423) 364-9281

djrichmd@gmail.com
SALE COMMITTEE
Randy Carpenter (910) 269-7717

Tony Creech (919) 427-4679
Michael Hadley (336) 376-8128
Lane Livengood (336) 848-1445

Scott Sherrill (404) 402-5601
TO CONSIGN & 

CATALOG REQUESTS
Darren Richmond (423) 364-9281

djrichmd@gmail.com

REGISTERED & SANTA GERTRUDIS-
INFLUENCED LOTS

Pairs, Bred & Open Heifers and 
a Select Group of Bulls

BREEDERS
OF THE CAROLINAS SALE

May 8, 2021
Chester Livestock Exchange, Chester, S.C.

48th Annual

OVER 
100

SANTA GERTRUDIS IS
› First Bos indicus-influenced breed to offer GE-EPDs.
› First beef breed to implement “single-step” methodology.
› 30 years of data collection = comprehensive genetic evaluation.
› 11,000+ genotypes in SGBI data set – one of the largest for

a Bos indicus-influenced breed.
› Full range of growth and carcass EPDs = targeted selection

and genetic progress.

DATA DRIVEN 

PROFIT PROVEN
› Produce crossbred commercial females sought by cattlemen everywhere.
› Adds profitable heterosis to any production system.
› On-test gains of 3.5+ lb. ADG = efficiency, profit.
› Adaptability, heat and parasite tolerance, disease resistance and

increased longevity = more profit.
› Igenity® Santa Gertrudis aids in commercial replacement heifer selection.

SANTA GERTRUDIS 
The Data Driven, Profit Proven 

choice for today’s beef industry.

S A N TA  G E R T R U D I S

B
REE D E R S  I N T E R N AT I ON

A
L

Santa Gertrudis Breeders International
361-592-9357  |  sgbi@santagertrudis.com
santagertrudis.com  |   Find us on 

SGBI 2018 ads_1-2 pg_HH, FINALS.indd   4 12/31/2020   12:27:53 PM

http://www.sgbreedersofthecarolinas.com/
https://www.santagertrudis.com/
mailto:sgbi@santagertrudis.com
https://santagertrudis.com/
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M
any cow-calf producers are aware 
of the importance of colostrum 
– the first form of milk available 
to newborns following delivery 

– and that colostrum contains antibod-
ies that need to be absorbed into the 
bloodstream to protect against disease. 
According to Brian Vander Ley, DVM, 
assistant professor and veterinary 
epidemiologist at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln Great Plains Veteri-
nary Education Center, several factors 
go into the successful transfer of that 
colostrum to the newborn calf, includ-
ing cow management, calving condi-
tions and colostrum absorption. 

“If we’re proactive starting long 
before that calf is born and continuing 
up until the point of birth, we’re going 
to have a big impact on the transfer of 
colostral immunity,” Vander Ley stated.  

Cows start making colostrum up to 
16 weeks before the calf is born by 
moving antibodies from their blood-
stream to their udder. This movement 
continues right up until parturition 

– even within a few hours of calving, 
antibodies are moving. The movement 
of these antibodies is why some vac-
cine protocols used on cows are for the 
benefit of the calf – they’re designed to 
put a lot of antibody in the cow’s blood-
stream while they’re going through this 
process. 

“This process can go wrong in severe 
cases when we don’t have enough 
groceries for the cow,” Vander Ley told 
attendees. “If the cow doesn’t have 
adequate nutrition, her colostrum can 
suffer in quality.”  

Cows with body condition scores 
(BCS) of less than 5 are two times 
more likely than cows with BCSs of 5 or 
greater to experience a dystocia event 
at calving, Vander Ley relayed.  

“Cows that are in good condition give 
birth more quickly, make better colos-
trum, have calves that get up and nurse 
better because they’re stronger, and 
tend to have a better immune function 
and produce better antibodies for their 
calf’s immunity,” he reiterated.  

Vander Ley said there’s research 
showing that cows that are nutrient 
restricted during gestation may produce 
calves that are less capable of absorb-
ing colostrum after they’re born. 

COLOSTRUM FIRST
By Micky Burch, Contributing Writer
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"Essentially, colostrum is a 
loan of immunity from the 
cow to maintain the calf’s 
health until it has time to 

build immunity of its own." 
– Dr. Brian Vander Ley

In cases where producers happen 
to have a dystocia, calves go through 
metabolic upset because of the length 
of time they spend in the cow and the 
reduced amount of oxygen they receive 
during parturition.  

“The longer a calf spends in anero-
bic metabolism without oxygen, the 
lower its blood pH goes, so the calf 
is in a state of acidosis,” Vander Ley 
explained.  
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Acidosis in calves is a direct effect of 
depressing their brain function.  

“So, if you have a dull, depressed 
newborn calf, the most likely reason 
for that is his blood pH is low,” Vander 
Ley pointed out. “If they’re dull and 
depressed when they’re born, they 
don’t get up and nurse very well and 
that’s one of the principal reasons 
why we get into trouble with colostral 
transfer.” 

Hypothermia is another condition 
that can cause calves to be slow to get 
up and start suckling. Vander Ley said 
there is research that shows hypother-
mia impairs the ability of the calf to 
absorb antibody in their gut. 

He also said a study conducted at 
the University of Calgary by Elizabeth 
Homerosky, DVM, showed that when 
a birth was assisted – even an easy 
pull – it significantly increased the risk 
of the calf not nursing by four hours of 
age. To asses the vigor and likelihood 
that a calf is going to take a colostrum 
meal in the first four hours, researchers 
checked the suckling reflex of the calf 
by putting two fingers in its mouth.  

“If it nurses vigorously, that’s a reflex 
and they’re probably going to be OK,” 
Vander Ley explained. “If you assist a 
calving and they have a weak suck-
ling reflex, there’s about a 98 percent 
chance they won’t nurse colostrum in 
the first four hours, so go one extra step 
and make sure it gets colostrum.” 

Vander Ley reiterated there’s no other 
meal that has as much impact on a calf 
as the first one. Colostrum contains 
many vital nutrients that aren’t avail-
able again until the calf is eating forage. 
It’s also potent with a lot of energy, fat 
and protein.  

“Essentially, colostrum is a loan of 
immunity from the cow to maintain 
the calf’s health until it has time to 
build immunity of its own,” Vander Ley 
explained. 

Calves are born with a functioning 
immune system, but no antibodies. 
They do have the capacity to make 
antibodies and colostrum contains the 
antibodies that a calf needs while it 
builds its own immunity.  

“If a calf doesn’t receive that transfer, 
it’s without protection for about two 
weeks,” he explained.  

The damage that can happen in 
that two-week period when they’re not 
protected can result in dead calves and 
poor doers if sick calves survive. 

In unassisted births where the cow 
is in good body condition and a clean 
calving environment, vigorous calves 
stand up and suckle, triggering a reflex 
that causes a piece of their stomach 
to close, allowing colostrum to bypass 
their rumen and go straight to their 
intestines, where it gets absorbed. Once 
the colostrum is in their small intestine, 
the intestine carries that colostrum 
through the gut wall and into their 
bloodstream. Optimum absorption hap-
pens in the first four hours. After four 
hours, a calf’s ability to absorb starts to 
decrease because that function starts to 
exhaust itself. 

Certain situations may arise that can 
cause producers to have to step in and 
make sure the calf gets that colostrum.  

“It’s really important not to wait – 
after four hours their ability to absorb 
goes down and after 36 hours the gut is 
closed completely,” Vander Ley warned.  

His first recommendation for step-
ping in is to strip out the cow and 
bottle-feed the colostrum to the calf. 
If the calf is compromised and won’t 
nurse, the next best option is to tube 
the dam’s own milk down the calf. 
However, Vander Ley told producers 
that tubing may result in the colos-
trum being deposited in the rumen or 
the abomasum instead of sending it 
straight to their intestines, which has 
the potential to decrease the amount 
of antibody they absorb. 

In cases where the cow isn’t coop-
erating or is in poor health and doesn’t 
have adequate colostrum, Vander Ley 
advised using a colostrum replacer and 
reminded attendees to read the labels.  

“There’s a huge different between 
colostrum replacer and colostrum 
supplement,” he stated. “The label for 
replacer should say dry colostrum and 
the goal should be to deliver 100 to 120 
grams of antibody.”  

Again, Vander Ley suggested first 
trying to get the calf to suckle the 
replacer from a bottle as a primary 
option, and to tube only when the calf is 
lacking a suckling reflex. 

No matter which way a producer 
must get the colostrum in the calf, 
Vander Lay said to always give a full 
feeding.  

“I’ve had some producers tell me 
they give their calves a small meal 
because they want to keep them 

hungry so they get up and nurse 
on their own,” he explained. 
“That actually causes the gut to 
close down without providing an 
adequate supply of antibodies.”  

In any birthing situation, 
Vander Ley stressed the impor-
tance of calving in a clean 
environment.  

“If a calf takes a manure 
meal before it takes a colostrum 
meal, instead of getting antibody 
they’re getting the very thing 
they need the antibody for, which 
is pathogens,” he said.  

Whatever gets into a calf’s gut 
can get into their bloodstream, 
and bacteria from manure can 
compromise calves quickly.  

With proper cow management 
and ideal calving conditions, 
colostrum absorption in calves is 
set up to succeed. 

– Dr. Brian Vander Ley

Photo courtesy Hefte Ranch, Agua Dulce, Texas

"Cows that are in good 
condition give birth more 

quickly, make better 
colostrum, have calves that 

get up and nurse better 
because they’re stronger, and 
tend to have a better immune 
function and produce better 

antibodies for their calf’s 
immunity."

– Dr. Brian Vander Ley

https://www.santagertrudis.com/
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I can remember that when the Utah State University (USU) 
and Santa Gertrudis Breeders International (SGBI) proj-
ect was first proposed, I was a little hesitant to conduct a 
crossbreeding/heterosis project in northern Utah with a 

Bos indicus-influenced breed. However, when I sat down and 
began to critically evaluate what could be achieved by con-
ducting this type of breeding, I became very excited. The two 
major objectives I had with the project were: 1) to provide 
data and scientific evidence that the Santa Gertrudis breed 
could help with some major production issues we were facing 
in the Intermountain West; and 2) reintroduce producers to 
the extreme benefits of hybrid vigor. 

Obviously, there were some issues that needed to be 
addressed, primarily using a Bos indicus-influenced breed in 
a part of the country that had very harsh winters. However, 
when I critically evaluated this issue, I honestly believed the 
rewards vastly outweighed the risks as the crossbred off-
spring would only be 19 percent Brahman, and the fullblood 
bulls would only be breeding during the summer months. 
Furthermore, I saw this collaboration as an opportunity to 
address some major issues that beef producers routinely 
brought to my attention.

The two major issues that had been repeated countless 
times when I was interacting with beef producers from the 
Intermountain West were: 1) why are my cows being culled 
earlier; and 2) why does it seem like we are seeing more 
incidences of brisket disease/high-altitude disease? These 
two issues have a major financial and production impact 
on producers if cows are not in the herd long enough to be 
profitable, and replacements or bulls are dying before they 
have a chance to become productive and incorporate their 
genetics into the herd. 

This is where my excitement originated with the potential 
of using the Santa Gertrudis breed. Santa Gertrudis had not 
only transformed itself, but the breed had become extremely 
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data driven, making them highly desirable in any crossbreed-
ing system, and this data provided evidence of how they 
could be optimal in a crossbreeding system. However, in all 
honesty, the real excitement was because I honestly believed 
the breed had the potential to address those two major issues 
while still increasing performance and profitability of Inter-
mountain West beef herds.

The first trait I felt the heterosis project would help address 
was brisket disease or high-altitude disease. Brisket disease 
is an altitude-induced disease in which animals, when trans-
ported or managed at high elevation, essentially experience 
extreme edema and then heart failure. Historically, producers 
would see this disorder only at elevations higher than 7,000 
feet. However, we were starting to see susceptible animals at 
much lower elevations.

My initial thought was, with the expansion of Certified 
Angus Beef since the 1990s, we may have unknowingly 
incorporated susceptibility into our herds and, with the 
increased use of artificial insemination (AI), we may have 
accelerated it. Please understand that this is not a knock at 
the Angus breed; it is a very productive breed in numerous 
environments. However, over the years, we have incorpo-
rated genetics (via natural service or AI) that were developed 
at much lower elevations. 

Many people will ask, “Why use the Santa Gertrudis breed 
when it was developed in south Texas?” There were two 
main reasons Santa Gertrudis was so desirable to address 
the high-altitude issue. The first is the fact that we know Bos 
taurus breeds are susceptible and there is virtually no evi-
dence or documentation that Bos indicus animals have been 
affected with brisket disease. Since purebred Santa Gertrudis 
animals are three-eighths Brahman, this made them desir-
able. The second reason is that by crossbreeding Santa 
Gertrudis bulls on our cow herd, we may be able to incorpo-
rate resistance to brisket disease while still having crossbred 
cattle that are only 19 percent Brahman. Those cattle would 
be production-system compatible with our cold winters, lim-
ited forage resources and high altitude.

The second trait we honestly felt could be addressed while 
still increasing performance was cow longevity. Many pro-
ducers I interact with continually asked why their cows were 
being culled much sooner. Once again, not trying to take 
digs at any other breeds, but many Bos taurus breeds had a 
major focus on increasing cow size, calf weaning weights and 
subsequently increasing milk production. While these selec-
tion strategies met market demands and made these breeds 
more competitive, it wasn’t necessarily a good strategy for 
Intermountain West producers. 

The scientific fact is that if you have bigger cows with 
bigger milk potential, you better have the forage resources to 
meet those requirements. Sadly, what many of our produc-
ers were probably dealing with was genetics that didn’t match 
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production resources, so cows were being culled much 
sooner because the nutritional requirements to maintain them 
and raise a calf were too high for the production system they 
were expected to perform in.

Santa Gertrudis provided a unique opportunity to address 
the longevity issue. First, it has been well documented how 
Brahman-influenced animals and animals with high levels 
of retained hybrid vigor have increased longevity in more 
challenging environments. However, we still had to be careful 
when choosing bulls to crossbreed our cows to. Being that 
the Santa Gertrudis breed had become very data driven, we 
were able to identify animals with moderate mature size, 
great carcass traits and lower levels of milk potential, while 
still improving performance for growth and efficiency.

To date, we are entering our fourth year of collaboration 
with SGBI. While the two major objectives of this study are 
very long term, we are still generating data and promoting 
the project to our producers. The third group of calves is on 
a growth implant/feedlot performance/carcass quality study. 
However, due to the reintroduction of the benefits of heterosis 
and the favorable data we have produced to this point, we 
have seen a number of beef producers in Utah incorporating 
Santa Gertrudis genetics into their herds. With the success 
we have enjoyed to this point, we are very excited and confi-
dent that our long-term objectives addressing brisket disease 
and cow longevity will be achieved.

Editor’s note: For more information or in-depth conversa-
tion, please contact Matthew Garcia at matthew.garcia@usu.
edu or (435) 797-2144. 
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