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Gene Kubecka  (979) 240-5311
Daniel Kubecka  (979) 240-5312  

5475 FM 457, Bay City, TX
Email: wendtranches@hotmail.com

Wendt Ranches Partners LLCWendt Ranches Partners LLC

KUBECKA RANCH   
SGBI Herd #6417, Established 1978

WENDT RANCHES 
SGBI Herd #621, Established 1954

www.wendtranches.com

Wendt Ranches GeneticsWendt Ranches Genetics......  
The gift that keeps on giving!The gift that keeps on giving!

 
F E A T U R I N G :  

KR 1131/13 (Reg. #20134080) • Never Sank 5012 (Reg. #20153072)

Dreamboat 037E2 (Reg. #20172429) • Prime Time 9042 (Reg. #20177094)

Red Doc Summit 2010 (Reg. #20220058) Female-sexed semen • 777 Candyman (Reg.  #20221792)

Contact us for semen on these bulls, as well as other bulls available for sale at the ranch.

Let us help you fill your Christmas wish list  Let us help you fill your Christmas wish list  
with genetics to make an impact in your herd. with genetics to make an impact in your herd. 

Wendt Ranches_4c full_SG1223.indd   1Wendt Ranches_4c full_SG1223.indd   1 11/13/2023   1:46:09 PM11/13/2023   1:46:09 PM

http://www.wendtranches.com/


4   	 S A N TA  G E R T R U D I S  S O U R C E    	 DECEMBER 2023       

P.O. Box 1257, Kingsville, Texas  78364
Phone: (361) 592-9357  •  Fax: (361) 592-8572

info@santagertrudis.com  
www.santagertrudis.com

REGISTRATION  Diana L. Ruiz
diana@santagertrudis.com  

MEMBER SERVICES  Emma Ramirez
emma@santagertrudis.com

MEMBER SERVICES  Kristy Gonzalez 
kristy@santagertrudis.com

DNA COORDINATOR  Melissa Braden
melissa@santagertrudis.com

MEMBER SERVICES REPRESENTATIVE  
Darren Richmond

djrichmd@gmail.com  •  (423) 364-9281

SANTA GERTRUDIS SOURCE
PUBLISHER  BluePrint Media

P.O. Box 427 • Timnath, CO 80547
info@blueprintma.com  •  (970) 498-9306

EDITOR  Lisa Bard
lbard@blueprintma.com  •  (970) 222-7422

MANAGING EDITOR  Jessie Topp-Becker
jbecker@blueprintma.com  •  (701) 307-0772

CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Kathie Bedolli
kbedolli@blueprintma.com  •  (540) 842-8228

MATERIALS COORDINATOR  Megan Sajbel Field

AD DESIGN  Holly Holland

ADMINISTRATION  Leslie McKibben

COPY EDITOR  Larisa Willrett

SALES REPRESENTATIVE  Darren Richmond
djrichmd@gmail.com  •  (423) 364-9281

ON THE COVER
Buena Vida Cattle Company, Kingsbury, Texas
Photo by Darren Richmond. 

Santa Gertrudis SOURCE (ISSN-10985026, USPS-013-876) is 
published monthly for $30.00 US by Santa Gertrudis SOURCE located at 
P.O. Box 427, Timnath, CO 80547. Periodicals postage paid at Timnath, CO 
and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
Santa Gertrudis SOURCE, P.O. Box 427, Timnath, CO 80547. Subscriptions: 
$30 U.S. per year for all subscriptions to the U.S. and her possessions. 
First class subscriptions in the U.S. are available at $50. Foreign surface 
mail subscriptions are $30. Foreign airmail subscriptions are as 
follows: Mexico/Canada: $60, Central America & South America: $100, 
Europe and all others: $110. We accept Mastercard, VISA and Discover. 
Materials in Santa Gertrudis SOURCE may not be reproduced without 
the permission from the publisher. 

Santa Gertrudis SOURCE is recognized by the Santa Gertrudis 
Breeders International as the official breed publication for Santa 
Gertrudis cattle; however, management, editing and financial 
responsibilities are vested in BluePrint Media LLC. We reserve the right to 
edit or refuse any copy or advertising material submitted for publication. 
BluePrint Media, LLC hereby expressly limits its liability resulting from any 
and all misprints, errors and/or inaccuracies in advertisement or editorial 
content. The opinions and views expressed in all editorial material are 
those of the writer or the person interviewed and not necessarily those 
of Santa Gertrudis SOURCE.

 VOLUME 26  •  NUMBER 12

FEATURES	

IN EVERY ISSUE
6 	 President’s Perspective

14 	 Junior Voices

16 	 Production Tips & Tools

19 	 Ad Index

21 	 Calendar

RESULTS & REPORTS
14	 Activity Reports

15 	 New Members

15	 Sale Reports

20-21 	 Show Results

21	 Field Report

8 	 Cow Efficiency Drives Profitability and Sustainability

12 	 A Look at Global Cattle 
Production With PJ Budler

SourceSANTA GERTRUDIS
DECEMBER 2023  

SANTA GERTRUDIS BREEDERS 
INTERNATIONAL

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION

20 	 2024 National Santa Gertrudis 
Show Announcement

17 	 SGBI 73rd Annual Meeting 
Announcement

mailto:info@santagertrudis.com
mailto:diana@santagertrudis.com
mailto:emma@santagertrudis.com
mailto:kristy@santagertrudis.com
mailto:melissa@santagertrudis.com
mailto:djrichmd@gmail.com
mailto:info@blueprintma.com
mailto:lbard@blueprintma.com
mailto:jbecker@blueprintma.com
mailto:kbedolli@blueprintma.com
mailto:djrichmd@gmail.com
https://www.santagertrudis.com/


DECEMBER 2023  	 S A N TA  G E R T R U D I S  S O U R C E  	 5

Providing Polled Power Genetics to the Santa Gertrudis Breed

Flying C Ranch
Lester & Ouida Cossey

2639 Gum Springs Rd., Searcy, AR 72143
(501) 207-2272
ouidac@att.net

CREECH FARMS
12483 NC 39 • Zebulon, NC 27597

Tony (919) 427-4679  
Brandon (919) 761-3894

ccreech6@gmail.com
Herd No. 16769 • Herd No. 37879

CF

777 FARMS
Chad, Jamie,  

Patrick, Erin-Kay & Caroline Daniel
(870) 904-3070

triple7farms@gmail.com

2018-2022 Breeder of the Year

5J’S CATTLE COMPANY
Jody Standley, owner  Jody Standley, owner  

(919) 291-4212
Kim Prestwood, manager

(828) 320-7317
84 Austin Farm Lane, Clayton, NC 27520

Graves Creek Ranch

bpowell@powelltransportation.com

Barry Powell
Columbia, MS
(601) 270-1561

GC
PASSION FARMS

AlRashid &  Santos Family
4753 Soda Springs Rd.
Luling, Texas
frank.santos@veritacor.com (512) 508-6747

2018-2022 SGBI Breeder of the Year
2020-2021 Exhibitor of the Year – Erin Daniel

777 FARMS777 FARMS
 
  
   

along with our guest consignors, formally invite you to our

Mark your calendar!  
More details to come!

Darren Richmond
Sale Chairman     
(423) 364-9281

djrichmd@gmail.com

March 23, 2024March 23, 2024
11:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. ·· 777 Farms 777 Farms    

Magnolia, Ark.Magnolia, Ark.

SANTA GERTRUDIS SALE IIIIII
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE  •  Adolfo Sanchez, M.D.
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT   Adolfo Sanchez

SECRETARY/TREASURER   Amber Robertson

BREED IMPROVEMENT   Arlin Taylor

LONG RANGE PLANNING   Jamie Daniel

MARKETING & PROMOTION   Darrell Pitchford

MEMBERSHIP   Craig Lopossa

YOUTH ACTIVITIES   Trai Stegall

WESTERN REGION DIRECTORS
Suzanne Fulton  •  Fulton Farms  •  Texas

(940) 382-3611  •  fultonfarms39@gmail.com

Daniel Kubecka  •  Wendt Partners  •  Texas
(979) 240-5311  •  wendtranches@hotmail.com

Rafael Miranda  •  Cherokee Ranch  •  Colorado
(303) 888-5297  •  rmvls65@gmail.com

Bill Stroman  •  Stroman Cattle Co.  •  Texas
(979) 255-2582  •  bill@fdrservices.com

Yancey Strait  •  Strait Ranches  •  Texas
(972) 841-0989  •  yancey_strait@yahoo.com

Kade Thigpen  •   Hefte Ranch  •  Texas
(830) 426-1366  •  kadethigpen@gmail.com

Matt Zajic  •  Zajic Farms  •  Texas
(214) 801-8908  •  matt@zajicfarms.com

EASTERN REGION DIRECTORS
Craig Lopossa  •  Red View Farms  •  Indiana

(812) 829-8053  •  craiglopossa@yahoo.com

Cody Mattingly  •  Mattingly Farms  •  Kentucky
(270) 668-3177  •  mattinglyfarms96@yahoo.com

Trai Stegall  •  Stegall Farms  •  Mississippi
(662) 296-5120  •  trais3@hotmail.com

Arlin Taylor  •  Tinney Farms  •  Alabama
(256) 507-3838  •  arlin.taylor@bhamfast.com

Jamie Daniel  •  777 Farms  •  Arkansas
(870) 904-3070  •  triple7farms@gmail.com

AT-LARGE DISTRICT DIRECTORS

DISTRICT 1
Adolfo Sanchez  •  Red Doc Farm  •  New Mexico
(505) 507-2898  •  adolfo@reddocfarm.com

DISTRICT 2
Darrell Pitchford  •  Pitchford Cattle Services  •  Texas  

(903) 388-2288  •  pitchfordcattle@hotmail.com

DISTRICT 3
Amber Robertson  •  Running R Cattle  •  Louisiana
(337) 377-9720  •  runningrcattle@yahoo.com

DISTRICT 4
David Alderson  •  Circle A Farm  •  Tennessee
(931) 682-2527  •  dhealderson@gmail.com

DISTRICT 5
Mickey Bowman  •  Rockin B Farm  •  North Carolina

(336) 669-5771  •  rockinbrowdyroosters@yahoo.com

DISTRICT 6 
Jewett Borden  •  Cedar Creek Farm  •  Kentucky
(502) 718-5441  •  jewett.borden@yahoo.com

SGBI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Don’t Give Up

This month I want to encourage breeders to remain proactive in your Santa 
Gertrudis cattle breeding programs. We are seeing industry-wide attrition 
among seedstock producers and registered cattle producers when it comes 
to generating numbers of registered cattle. Not all breeds will survive this 

transition, and the likelihood that those genetics will remain viable will be based 
on individual breeding programs. Oftentimes, the progressive commercial cat-
tleman is more likely to buy from a reputable breeding program rather than just 
purchase registered bulls or females.

I encourage breeders to continue reevaluating their breeding programs as well 
as their marketing programs. If you’re struggling with marketing your purebred 
Santa Gertrudis cattle, please consider different markets, pricing your cattle to 
sell and be open to customer feedback. Santa Gertrudis cattle will continue to 
survive as they always have since their inception; however, the number of pure-
bred breeders will likely continue to dwindle, based on current trends. 

That being said, those remaining Santa Gertrudis producers can generate sig-
nificant numbers of seedstock for the beef industry or even for the recreational 
beef producer. We have to remember that the Santa Gertrudis breed was founded 
from the King Ranch herd sire Monkey several decades ago. We do not have the 
current environment of tax credits on registered cattle, a booming petroleum 
industry or a surplus of self-made successful men and women who want to plant 
their dreams in rural America and see them grow. 

We do, however, have a product that can add value to cattlemen’s breeding 
programs by offering traits like heterosis, adaptability and enhanced longevity. 
The ball is in our court to make the breeding and marketing decisions that will 
keep our operations viable in the next few years. Santa Gertrudis can remain vi-
able if we continue to institute the tools of the beef industry as well as offer a 
niche that other major breeds fail to offer to customers.

By now you have heard that HC Neel has resigned as Santa Gertrudis Breeders 
International (SGBI) executive director. The SGBI office continues to operate as 
before, and routine breed services will continue uninterrupted. The SGBI Board 
is in the process of hiring a new executive director. We encourage breeders to 
remain engaged and reach out to the SGBI office for routine breeder services.

Santa Gertrudis can remain viable if we continue to institute 
the tools of the beef industry as well as offer a niche that 

other major breeds fail to offer to customers.

2023 has been a difficult year for Santa Gertrudis breeders, filled with drought, 
labor shortages and rising operational costs. Beyond the horizon, 2024 offers 
great opportunities for breeders to capture premiums with cattle shortages and 
buyers seeking more sustainable beef genetics. I encourage breeders to reinvest 
in progressive Santa Gertrudis genetics, and I anticipate you will see your invest-
ment pay off in the future. 
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OSBORNE LIVESTOCK
Todd, Donna, Dalton & Ashley Osborne

Sparta, Ky.• Lathrop, Mo.
(859) 991-2438

peppydoc1@aol.com

parkerfarms@scrtc.com
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Charles, Deanna, Chip, June & Carsen Parker
5552 Jackson Hwy. • Cave City, KY 42127

(270) 670-6285 • (270) 670-6776
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Santa Gertrudis Cattle
Del & Ginny Thomas

Pleasant Hill, IL 62366
(217) 734-2283  
ginny2@irtc.net

Shampain Ranch

DISTRICT VI BREEDERS 

RED VIEW FARMS
5480 Jordan Village Rd.
Poland, IN 47868
(812) 829-8053
craiglopossa@yahoo.com

WindCrest Farm
John & Nolan Taylor

1238 Claggett Rd.
Leitchfield, Ky. 42754

(270) 734-1670
Herd No. 1431

Gertguys@NCTC.com
REGISTERED SANTA GERTRUDIS CATTLE

MATTINGLY FARMS
CODY MATTINGLY

Roger, Ivye, Whitney & Chase
514 Liberty Rd.

Battletown, Ky. 40108
(270) 668-3177

mattinglyfarms96@yahoo.com

Merry Christmas and  Merry Christmas and  
a Happy and Prosperous  a Happy and Prosperous  

 New Year to All! New Year to All!

To all those who have purchased our To all those who have purchased our 
genetics not only this year,  genetics not only this year,  

but throughout the past!but throughout the past!

Watch in 2024 for terrific young Watch in 2024 for terrific young 
heifers that will be offered for sale!heifers that will be offered for sale!

Our Sincere Thanks!Our Sincere Thanks!  

Parker FarmsParker Farms
Cave City, Ky. • (270) 670-6776Cave City, Ky. • (270) 670-6776

SG1223_District 6 Coop_Parker Farms.indd   1SG1223_District 6 Coop_Parker Farms.indd   1 11/9/2023   12:04:00 PM11/9/2023   12:04:00 PM
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Continued on 10 »

Sustainability is a word that gets about 
as many reactions as it has definitions. 
This is true in the cattle business and 
beyond. At its core, sustainability is the 

ability to meet current needs without deplet-
ing resources for the future. This is nothing 
new for an industry as future-oriented and 
resource-restricted as beef production. The 
beef industry is as efficient as ever, and I would 
argue that efficiency, sustainability and profit-
ability all go hand in hand. The practices that 
help make our cattle more efficient will likely 
decrease their already modest environmental 
impact. Further, the traits that drive sustain-
ability also make our herds more profitable. 
This means that our selection for more prof-
itable cattle will likely increase industry-wide 
sustainability. For all of these genetic improve-
ments, efficiency will be at the center.
Reframing Efficiency and Sustainability

There is no place where this efficiency is as 
important as in the cow-calf sector. This is 
where animals spend most of their lives, and as 
a result, efficiency increases can be hugely im-
pactful. Unfortunately, it is the sector with the 
most varied management and where capturing 
efficiency metrics is the most challenging.

Typically, we would measure the efficiency of 
our operations on a “per-cow” basis. In other 
words, how much end product (weaned calf/
fed calf pounds, red meat, etc.) do I produce 
per cow in my herd? To define efficiency more 
comprehensively, we must consider our ulti-
mate limiting factor – forage resources. The 
ultimate efficiency measure is how much end 

product we produce on our operation’s over-
all footprint. This might mean a slightly lower 
weaning weight per cow but more pounds 
weaned overall if we can stock a couple more 
cows in the same area. Sustainability and prof-
itability metrics deserve the same treatment. A 
cow that emits a bit more methane but is 50 
percent more productive than the next cow is 
probably more environmentally friendly.
Selection Tools for Efficient and  
Sustainable Cattle

As we think about improving the beef indus-
try’s environmental and economic sustainabil-
ity, genetic improvement is a core strategy for 
driving permanent directional change. While 
feed additives or other management interven-
tions might boost performance or decrease 
enteric emissions immediately, they are ulti-
mately temporary solutions. Genetic improve-
ments are permanent, and the traits that drive 
increases in efficiency and sustainability are 
also the ones that improve profitability.

Cow efficiency is a multi-faceted concept 
driven by a suite of traits and indicators. Many 
of these traits have selection tools available for 
making breeding decisions (i.e., EPDs). The 
most straightforward definition of efficiency 
is feed efficiency: How effectively does a cow 
turn forage into milk (weaned calf pounds)? 
Directly measuring forage-based feed intake 
is one of our industry’s major challenges. Dry 
matter intake records from feed-intake systems 
are typically performed in growing animals 
eating a concentrated diet, missing many of 

Cow Efficiency Drives  
Profitability and Sustainability

BY TROY ROWAN, PH.D., 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 

AND EXTENSION 
SPECIALIST (BEEF 

GENETICS), UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE
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the nuances that factor into a grazing cow’s 
intake. These nuances include variations in an 
individual cow’s basal metabolism, grazing be-
havior and environmental adaptation. 

To date, our best solution for genetically im-
proving cow efficiency has been to select for a 
more moderate mature size and more moderate 
milk production, as we know that lactation is an 
energetically expensive process. While mature 
size correlates with feed intake, it is becoming 
clear that it may not tell the whole story. Some 
cows appear to be thriftier than others, main-
taining a high mature weight with minimal feed 
intake. Multiple land grant universities have 
ongoing research focused on developing ways to 
identify strategies that measure cow efficiency.

It is also important to remember the many 
other factors that make a cow efficient. A 
commercial cow’s ability to remain productive 
and in a herd for the long term is central to an 
operation’s overall profitability and efficiency. 
Long-lived cows help reduce the replacement 
rate, making annual heifer development costs 
cheaper, resulting in additional calves to mar-
ket. Anything that jeopardizes a cow’s longev-
ity is a direct hit to a herd’s overall efficiency. 
Cows that fail to breed but that remain in 
herds are almost always going to put us in the 
red. This lack of revenue means that a cow’s 
costs must be spread over the remainder of her 
life, significantly lengthening her “payback 
period.” Further, a sub-fertile cow is taking up 
valuable forage resources that could be devot-
ed to a more productive animal. Genetic selec-
tion for fertility will remain a critical strategy 
for increasing herd-wide efficiency.

Other traits that interfere with longevity are 
also essential to consider in selection decisions 
with efficiency in mind. Feet and leg traits, ud-
der quality and disposition can all cause pre-
mature culling and drive down a herd’s effi-
ciency. The multi-trait nature of efficiency can 
make selection decisions challenging when 
using many EPDs simultaneously. This makes 
economic selection indexes incredibly valu-
able to commercial bull buyers, as they ap-
propriately weight individual traits and report 
single values that reflect an animal’s “profit 
potential.” Genetic improvements to holistic 
cow herd efficiency will rely heavily on up-to-
date and relevant selection indexes.

Hands down, the easiest way commercial 
herds can improve efficiency is to crossbreed. 
Breed complementarity can be used to com-
bine exceptional maternal and terminal ge-
netics. Bos indicus-influenced breeds can help 
make British-based cow herds more environ-

Cow Efficiency Drives Profitability  
and Sustainability  •Continued from 8

mentally resilient. Importantly, the heterosis 
generated through crossbreeding not only 
increases pounds of weaned calf/end product, 
but it is essential for making the long-lived 
and productive replacement females that are 
the cornerstones of commercial herds.
Other Definitions of Sustainability

While not directly related to cow efficiency, 
it is essential that our operations frame sus-
tainability in the context of longevity: How 
long will we be able to keep raising beef cat-
tle? Our industry has been lucky to remain 
“unintegrated,” and family ranches continue 
to produce the vast majority of our country’s 
beef supply. However, as our margins become 
tighter and tighter, we can no longer pick and 
choose which best management practices are 
worth implementing. Increasing production 
costs, and more volatile weather and mar-
kets make the longevity of our operations 
even more vulnerable. Adopting technologies 
and making decisions that reduce costs while 
maintaining productivity will be essential.
An Invitation to BIF 2024

If you want to learn more about the topics 
above, I’d like to formally invite you to the 2024 
Beef Improvement Federation (BIF) Annual 
Symposium, June 10-13, in Knoxville, Tenn. 
BIF brings together producers, academics, 
breed associations and allied industries for an 
information-packed meeting that is focused on 
strategies for beef cattle genetic improvement. 
The upcoming symposium’s theme is “Breed-
ing a More Effective Cow for Volatile Markets 
and Environments.” I hope you will consider 
visiting Tennessee next summer to learn more 
about how we can breed more efficient, profit-
able, adapted and sustainable cattle. Reach out 
to me trowan@utk.edu with any questions! 
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VZ Cattle 
Scott & Tracy Van Zile

New Boston, Texas 75570
(903) 908-2910 or 

(903) 908-2239
vzcattle@gmail.com

SA N TA  G E RT R U D I S 
SMALL BREEDERS GROUP 

C.S.C
Carley’s Show Cattle
Ben, Leah & Carley Morgan 
205 Madison St. • Portia, Ark.  
(870) 759-1948 • (870) 759-1947 
benandleahmorgan@gmail.com

PUREBRED SANTA GERTRUDIS AND STAR 5 CATTLE

Triple P Ranch
Mike, Kim or Tate Peppercorn
11090 FM 356 • Trinity, Texas 75862
(713) 703-8937 • (281) 825-8459
(936) 222-1164
kim.peppercorn@yahoo.com

M. C. LONGACRE, JR. 
Old Cedar Point Farm

Elizabethtown, KY
(270) 505-2910 • clongacre60@gmail.com

ARROW CREEK 
SANTA GERTRUDIS

HERD 8859

Lucky L Farm
SEAN, RAMONA,  

DYLAN & KAYLEE LEDDY
550 Sunset Ridge

Cave City, Ark. 72521
(870) 805-1938

luckyfarm12@gmail.com
Santa Gertrudis

STAR 5

Mark & Dixie Clay
4522 Hwy. 84E • Meadville, MS 39653
(601) 573-0204 • dixieclay@att.net

Herd No. 1541

Ridge Point Ranch

Brad & Sarah Carlile
(214) 514-6145

BONHAM, TEXAS
SANTA GERTRUDIS

Madisyn Douglas
(913) 915-2933

3W

C Cattle

Mickey & Josh Bowman
Staley, N.C.

SANTA GERTRUDIS

Herd No. 13517

(336) 669-5771 (336) 215-4774

Rockin B Farm

Thomas Burnett
(512) 676-7086

thomasb@trbautomation.com

Herd 20797
100% Genotyped Cowherd

Minix Cattle Company
Donny and Joy Minix

Aquilla, TX 76622
(817) 235-4600

thegertmoma@gmail.com
Look for 

us!
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I
n 2012, Budler moved to Texas 
where he is the international busi-
ness manager for Trans Ova Genet-
ics. Through his work with Trans 

Ova Genetics, running the annual 
“Champion of the World” competi-
tion, judging livestock shows, speak-
ing at events and his work in the area 
of cattle consulting, he has visited 48 
states and 106 countries. 

Budler has judged 90 different cat-
tle breeds in 43 countries. In 2017, he 
became the first to ever judge a na-
tional show on all six continents. 

In terms of global cattle production, 
Budler is an excellent resource. He re-
cently visited with Santa Gertrudis 
Source to share his perspectives.

SGS: You have evaluated many cattle 
breeds over your career and raised sev-
eral different breeds yourself. What is the 
most valuable lesson you have learned 
about cattle production as a result?

BUDLER: As a cattle producer, con-
sultant or evaluator, one has to focus 
on the “profit” traits first. These are 
adaptability, functional efficiency, 
fertility and longevity. We often for-
get the fundamentals and go directly 
to the shinier objects (“turnover” 
traits) such as growth, marbling, milk 
and muscle. The “turnover” traits are 
important, but irrelevant if we don’t 
focus on the fundamentals first. 

SGS: What is your connection or experi-
ence with the Santa Gertrudis breed?

BUDLER: Growing up in South Africa, 
I’ve always had an appreciation for the 
Santa Gertrudis breed. Their adapt-
ability to the tropics and subtropics 
and ability to perform in those condi-
tions have always been admirable to 
me. I’ve had the pleasure of judging 
Santa Gertrudis cattle in Australia, 
South Africa, Kenya, Cuba and the 

United States. A highlight for me was 
being part of the committee at King 
Ranch in Kingsville, Texas, to select a 
bull for clients of mine that purchased 
the $65,000 pick of the herd in Hous-
ton earlier this year. It was incredible 
to stay in the ranch house, have din-
ner with the managers and then work 
through more than 200 King Ranch 
bulls to find “the one.” 

SGS: What challenges do you see fac-
ing cattle producers on a global level? Are 
those challenges similar to the ones facing 
producers in the United States?

BUDLER: The challenges are different 
worldwide, but every one of them pro-
vides opportunities, too. Whether it be 
methane emissions, religious and politi-
cal challenges, bureaucratic regulations, 
bad weather conditions, diseases or ex-
port regulations, every cattle producer 
has hurdles to jump over and hoops to 
jump through. Utilizing the appropri-
ate genetics, herd management systems 
and marketing strategies can turn these 
challenges into opportunities. 

SGS: What opportunities are there for 
cattle producers in the industry today? 
Are those opportunities the same wheth-
er producers live in the United States or 
around the world?

BUDLER: There are tremendous op-
portunities in our industry worldwide. 
There are so many different ways to 

produce beef and milk, this in itself 
is an opportunity. The way I break it 
down in terms of finding a fit as a cattle 
industry specialist looking to find their 
place is one can find a career in genet-
ics, herd management, nutrition, ani-
mal  health, marketing, record-keep-
ing, forage management or human 
capital. Within each of those eight dis-
ciplines, there are opportunities in the 
private sector, public sector, education 
or media. Every country has these op-
portunities at different scales. This is a 
truly global industry. Every country in 
the world either drinks milk, eats beef, 
has cattle or, for 99 percent of nations, 
does all three.  

SGS: As you travel around the world, 
how do you see Santa Gertrudis fit in the 
global beef industry?

BUDLER: Santa Gertrudis cattle are 
adapted to the tropics and subtrop-
ics. They are heat tolerant and insect 

Continued on 14 »

BY JESSIE TOPP BECKER,  
SANTA GERTRUDIS SOURCE MANAGING EDITOR

With PJ Budler
PJ Budler was raised on a fifth-generation cattle operation in South Africa. At 15, he founded BonHaven Beef Cattle,  

which he grew to five locations in three southern Africa countries between 1996 and 2012. His herds – Hereford, Angus,  
Red Angus, Braford and Brahman – won numerous national shows and set auction records on the continent. 

A LOOK AT GLOBAL CATTLE PRODUCTION
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resistant. This is fundamental. The 
breed has worked hard at skeletal 
structure and breeding manageable 
sheaths and good udders. There are 
enough biotypes within the breed to 
make it diverse enough for markets 
that require and appreciate different 
maturity patterns and body types.

SGS: What can Santa Gertrudis breed-
ers/Santa Gertrudis Breeders Interna-
tional (SGBI) do to expand Santa Gertrudis’ 
presence in not only the United States but 
the world?

BUDLER: Again, adaptability is key. 
Keep the cattle adaptable with enough 
good tropically adapted skin. Focus 
on the commercial cow-calf produc-
er and what makes them profitable. 
Making cattle that are more profitable 
in the feedlot is valuable, but not at the 
expense of the commercial ranchers. 
U.S. breeders have leaned heavily on 
growth and carcass for decades now 
(propagating  growth hormones). The 
secondary sex traits and fertility have 
been the casualty of this exercise (prop-
agating sex hormones). High inherent 

body condition plus hormonal balance 
equals fertility. (Fertility is at least four 
times more important than growth.)

SGS: Santa Gertrudis are raised in several 
countries. For breeders who might be inter-
ested in selling their genetics in other coun-
tries, do you have any advice for how they 
can generate interest for their genetics?

BUDLER: It is a good idea to get a pass-
port and travel to these markets or 
work with someone who does travel to 
those markets. An understanding of 
the context, nuance and breed intrica-
cies required in each market is essential 
before trying to merchandise a product. 
Australia, South Africa, Paraguay and 
Brazil would be the largest potential ex-
port markets, followed by Cuba, Mexi-
co, Namibia, Botswana and Honduras.

SGS: When making cattle-selection de-
cisions, what is the most important thing 
for producers to keep in mind?

BUDLER: Cattle need to eat, walk and 
reproduce. Adaptability, functional 
efficiency, fertility and longevity are 
fundamental. Then match optimum 
growth, optimum milk, optimum mus-
cle and optimum marbling to your ob-
jectives, resources and environment.

SGS: Do you think EPDs are the best tool 
for producers to utilize when making se-
lection decisions?

BUDLER: If everyone is measuring ev-
erything all the time, honestly, accu-
rately and in large numbers, then EPDs 
are a Rolls Royce. A Rolls Royce needs 
the right fuel to run correctly (junk in, 
junk out). The driver of a Rolls Royce 
needs to have a license. (There are a lot 
of breed associations worldwide man-
aging EPDs for their members without 
the necessary understanding of their 
purpose.) The driver of a Rolls Royce 
should not be intoxicated. (Salesmen 
and marketing companies will almost 
always promote maximum over opti-
mum. This is drunk driving.) 

SGS: Anything else you’d like to share 
with Santa Gertrudis breeders?

BUDLER: The Santa Gertrudis breed 
(“Gerts” in the United States and 
“Santas” everywhere else) is an ex-
ceptional breed of maternal, tropical-
ly adapted cattle. I think that it is im-
portant as a breed to use what you’ve 
got and forget what you’re not. Trying 
to be something else leaves a breed in 
no-man’s land, a product that can of-
ten be left insignificant. 

“Your 2022-2023 National Santa 
Gertrudis Queen is … Madisyn 
Douglas!” I was in shock. I never 

would have thought that a shy, little in-
coming high school junior would win the National Ju-
nior Santa Gertrudis Association (NJSGA) Queen title. 
Although being the NJSGA Queen became one of my 
biggest highlights in the breed, it actually took a lot of 
convincing for me to run for the position. At the 2022 
Hot Gert Show, Heather Blewett begged me to represent 
South Texas as their queen. Now, any other girl would 
be head over heels to fulfill this duty, but me? No. I told 
Heather “No!” every time she asked. After two days of 
Heather begging and begging, I finally gave in. Little did I 
know I would go on to win. 

Being NJSGA Queen has allowed me to get out of my 
comfort zone and meet so many juniors, breeders and 
even people outside our breed. While serving as the 
queen, I got to travel all over the United States to repre-
sent the breed that always supported me. 

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HIGH-
LIGHT OF YOUR NJSGA  
MEMBERSHIP EXPERIENCE?

JUNIOR VOICES • Madisyn Douglas, District 1 Director 

Q:

A:

YOUTH ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE • Trai Stegall, Chair

The Youth Activities Committee met to further clarify 
possession and ownership. As follows:

Junior members/exhibitors will maintain 
possession and utilize best manage-

ment practices of their entries from 
the date of ownership through the 
final day of the National Junior Santa 
Gertrudis Show under the supervi-

sion of a county agent; vocational 
agriculture instructor; designated 4-H 

adult leader; home economics instructor; 
affiliate president; legal guardian and/or family consist-
ing of a relative by blood, marriage, adoption or any per-
son who resides in the same household or as a functional 
unit in the same household. Junior member/exhibitors will 
exhibit their entries from the date of ownership through 
the final day of the National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show. 
Exceptions include legal guardian and/or family consist-
ing of a relative by blood, marriage, adoption or any person 
who resides in the same household or as a functional unit in 
the same household or a bonafide current paid junior Santa 
Gertrudis Breeders International member. 

ACTIVITY REPORTS
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A Look at Global Cattle Production•   
Continued from 12
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SALE REPORTS

ALABAMA CONNECTION SALE
Oct. 7, 2023 • Hanceville, Ala.

•  SALE AVERAGES  •
72 Lots: $4,640

The 35th Alabama Connection Sale was hosted by Tinney 
Farms and sponsored by Grandview Farms, Tinney Farms 
and Quail Valley Farms.

The high-selling lot, a bred cow, was consigned by 
Grandview Farms, Hamilton, Ala., and was sold to Lou Al 
Tuck Farm, Great Falls, S.C., for $12,000.

The high-selling pick of donors flush was consigned by 
Grandview Farms and was sold to Red Dawn Farms, Gal-
lant, Ala., for $9,500.

The volume buyers were Flying AA Farms, Gray, Ga., 
Branch Ranch, Rayville, La., and McFall Farm, Paragould, 
Ark. 

BRIGGS BULL AND COMMERCIAL FEMALE SALE  
AND TRI-STAR SALE

Oct. 27-28, 2023 • Bloomington, Texas

•  SALE AVERAGES  •
Brangus Bulls: $5,535 • Santa Gertrudis Bulls: $ 4,130

Super American Bulls: $4,750 
American Red Commercial Females: $1,916

Super American Commercial Females: $2,134
Santa Gertrudis Commercial Females: $2,244

Tri-Star Females: $4,870 • Total Commercial Females: $2,108
The 46th Annual Tri-Star Sale kicked off with more 

than 200 people in attendance and 88 registered buyers.
The high-selling lot, Lot 226, a Chosen One daughter, was 
consigned by Harris Riverbend Farms, Cleburne, Texas, and 
was sold to Dewayne Walker, Laneville, Texas, for $13,000.

 The second high-selling lot, Lot 227, an X Factor daughter, 
was sold to, Dewayne Walker for $11,000.

The Briggs Bull & Female Sale was just as strong. The 
high-selling lot, Lot 1, Conquistador of Briggs 1524K11, 
was sold to Zajic Farms, Ennis, Texas, 777 Farms, Magnolia, 
Ark., and Mattingly Farms, Battletown, Ky., for $32,000. 

STRAIT-HEFTE TRIED & TRUE SALE
Oct. 20-21, 2023 • Streetman, Texas

•  SALE AVERAGES  •
56 Bulls: $5,500 • 53 Bred Females:$4,580

18 Commercial Females: $1,800 • 12 Open Heifers:$4,942
10 Pairs: $9,300 • 3 Embryo Packages: $1,250

Thank you so much to our buyers and everyone who 
participated in the 6th Annual Strait-Hefte Tried & True 
Production Sale. We appreciate your support and are 
grateful for the opportunity to share our genetics and build 
lasting relationships. Seventy-one buyers from 13 states 
purchased 153 lots. 

The high-selling lot, SR Crossfire 621/J13, was sold 
to Flying C Ranch, Searcy, Ark., for $20,000. The high-

Active Members
BKO Cattle Company, Como, Texas
Black Oak Ranch, Midway, Texas
Garfield Farms, Donna, Texas
Pittman Kattle Kompany, Tioga, Texas
R&S Ranch, Manvel, Texas
T-F Cattle, San Saba, Texas

Commercial Members
Reggie Temples, Fairmont, Ga.

Junior Members
Amy Ruth Saldivar, Rio Hondo, Texas
Ari Perkins, Lake Jackson, Texas
Brody Wilkins, Granbury, Texas
Carly Williams, Quitman, Texas
Emma Daniela Lozano, Elsa, Texas
Emmaline Stewart, Decatur, Texas
Harrison Sanders, Rowlett, Texas
Haydin Martin, San Saba, Texas

Jacob Pistor, Katy, Texas
Jason Grose, Atlanta, Texas
Jentrie Wilbanks, Cookville, Texas
Jesse Heredia, San Juan, Texas
Karysa Rodriguez, Edinburg, Texas
Kiera Beechem, Anahuac, Texas
Lain Hillard, Bonham, Texas
Landyn Mikes, Hallettsville, Texas
Luke Martinez, Alvin, Texas
Merle Delau, Winnsboro, Texas
Noah Daniel Gonzalez, Weslaco, Texas
Noah Martin, Talco, Texas
Riley Montgomery, Grandview, Texas
Ryan Andrew Gonzalez, Weslaco, Texas
Samuel Castaneda, San Antonio, Texas
William Zelhart, Kyle, Texas
Jaden Laudermilt, Denham Springs, La.
Lane Benton, Denham Springs, La.
Rhett Peltier, Kaplan, La.
Kenjie Miller, Altha, Fla.
Florian Sanchez II, Belen, N.M.

NEW MEMBERS

MAGNOLIA CLASSIC ONLINE SALE
Oct. 14, 2023 • Smartauctions.co

•  SALE AVERAGES  •
12 Lots: $3,625

The Magnolia Classic Online Sale was sponsored by 
DMC Farm and Graves Creek Ranch. The sale manager 
was Darren Richmond.

The high-selling lot, an open heifer, was consigned by 
Grandview Farms, Hamilton, Ala., and was sold to TB Cattle 
Farm, Troupe, Texas, for $6,000. The second high-selling 
lot, an open heifer, was consigned by Ridge Point Ranch, 
Meadville, Miss., and was sold to James Randle, Pontotoc, 
Miss., for $4.500. The third high-selling lot, an open heifer, 
was consigned by DMC Farm, Philadelphia, Miss., and was 
sold to Joyce Curtis, Denham Springs, La., for $4,250.

The high-selling bred female was consigned by Stegall 
Farm, Pontotoc, Miss., and was sold to Daniel Kubecka, 
Bay City, Texas, for $4,000. The high-selling bull was 
consigned by Graves Creek Ranch, Columbia, Miss., and 
was sold to Cole Bourne, Lumberton, Miss., for $3,750. We 
want to give a special thanks to the volume buyer Branch 
Ranch, Rayville, La. 

selling lot, SR Guns & Roses 23/K2, was sold to Townsend 
Cattle Company, Louise, Texas, for $20,000. The high-
selling lot, Hefte Ranch K113, was sold to Triple H Ranch-
es, Navasota, Texas, for $17,000.

The high-selling lot, SR MS Wickham 654/L, was sold 
to Craig and Tonya Bram, Louise, Texas, for $11,000.  The 
high-selling lot, Hefte Ranch K37, was sold to Wunderlich 
Farms, Brenham, Texas, for $9,500. The high-selling lot, 
Hefte Ranch K141, was sold to Five J’s Cattle Company, 
Clayton, N.C., for $9,000. The high-selling lot, FC 67/1 
ET, was consigned by Flying C Ranch and was sold to David 
Branch, Rayville, La., for $9,000. 

https://smartauctions.co/
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PRODUCTION TIPS & TOOLS  •  Randy L. Stanko, Ph.D.  •  Texas A&M University-Kingsville

George West, Texas 
(361) 566-2244

lacampanaranch.com
campana@granderiver.net

A s we reflect on the past 12 
months of great commercial 
calf prices and we count our 
blessings, our number of round 

bales and the total inches of 2023 
rainfall, let us not forget about those 
heavy-bred cows that will start drop-
ping calves in early 2024. If El Niño has 
not found your ranch yet, they say it 
should be coming soon. We shall see! If 
true, for some of us that could mean a 
cold, wet winter. This fact concerns me 
a little as I have visions of cold drizzle/
rainy days with shivering bred cows 
surrounding and eating round bales 
like kids eat cotton candy at a carnival.

If your round bale 
count leaves you 

concerned, then it 
is time to locate 
one or two more 

bales per bred cow – 
if you can find them 

at a reasonable price. 
Mature bred cows will con-

sume 3 percent of their body weight 
in dry matter each day. Most round-
bale hay is 90 percent dry matter 
plus 10 percent water. Thus, a good 
1,200-pound bale of hay actually 
contains 1,080 pounds of dry matter 
hay. If my bred cows average 1,300 
pounds, then they will eat, on aver-
age, 39 pounds of dry matter each day 
(or 43.3 pounds on as as-fed basis). 

Using cowboy math and a calcula-
tor, I have discovered that each bred 
cow will eat one round bale every 27.7 

Santa Claus and Spring 
Calving Are Coming Soon

days. To manage our spring-calving 
cows properly, we must ensure that we 
have enough dry grass or hay to suc-
cessfully carry them through that last 
trimester of gestation. Maintaining 
her current body condition is critical 
for this period of rapid fetal growth, 
for her optimum lactation and for her 
successful rebreeding on schedule. 
Hopefully at present, the bred cows 
are in a body condition score of 5 to 
6. Let us do our best to keep them at 
that same level of condition. Recall 
that most cows will normally lose 0.5 
to 1 body condition score in the first 
60 days following calving, even when 
grass is green and growing. Putting 
bred cows in a lower body condition 
score than 5 is a recipe for disaster in 
terms of breed-back percentage.

After the New Year, focus on main-
taining a cow’s adequate nutrition 
and water intake. In addition, vita-
mins and minerals are also important 
considerations as these bred cows 
near parturition. Minerals such as 
copper, selenium and zinc, plus vita-
mins A and E, are critical for proper 
calf delivery, quality colostrum, calf 
health, immune function and vigor, 
and prevention of retained placentas. 

If you got busy this fall and did not 
provide annual vaccinations to these 
expectant mothers, then do it now. 
The sooner the better. Proper annual 
booster vaccinations will ensure cows 
have plenty of time to respond to vac-
cines and generate immunoglobu-

lins that will address disease-causing 
bacteria and viruses. Vaccinating 
bred cows at least six weeks prior to 
parturition allows plenty of time for 
the all-important maternal antibod-
ies to transfer from the dam’s blood-
stream into the colostrum.

This first milk – aka liquid gold – is 
high in both nutrients and antibodies. 
These antibodies are the only disease 
defense for the newborn calf. Ide-
ally, newborns should get nearly two 
quarts of colostrum (5 percent of birth 
weight) within the first four hours, 
plus another two quarts by hour 12. 
By hour 24, it is too late for colostrum 
because the intestine cannot absorb 
antibodies fully intact. Thus, colos-
trum at this point can be considered 
just milk. This thicker, creamy, yellow 
colostrum can be stored in the freezer 
from last calving season. Middle-aged 
cows seem to produce the best qual-
ity. Gallon freezer bags, half full (ap-
proximately 2 quarts), make great 
storage containers. Squeeze out all air, 
seal bags, then lay flat in the freezer. 
When needed, simply place the frozen 
package in a sink full of hot water until 
thawed and warmed to 100 to 102° F 
for feeding.

Before Christmas, check your calv-
ing supplies and find the calf puller 
and chains. Hopefully, you will not 
need them. However, if your calving 
kit is short a few items, please tell Santa 
Claus; surely, he will have your back. 

mailto:campana@granderiver.net
https://lacampanaranch.com/
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Join your fellow Santa Gertrudis Breeders International (SGBI) 
members for the 2024 SGBI Annual Meeting, April 25-27, 2024, 
in Myrtle Beach, S.C. The event will kick off on Thursday with a 
guest speaker, committee meetings, SGBI Board meeting and 

welcome social. Friday’s schedule includes area tours 
and a dolphin cruise followed by the Awards Banquet. 
The event will conclude on Saturday with the SGBI 
Annual Meeting, educational speakers, SGBI Board 

meeting and Hall of Fame Banquet. More information, 
including a schedule and registration information, will 

be included in future issues of Santa Gertrudis Source, 
but mark your calendars and save the date.

For more information, contact Mickey Bowman at  
(336) 669-5771 or rockinbrowdyroosters@yahoo.com. 

SANTA GERTRUDIS BREEDERS INTERNATIONAL 
73RD ANNUAL MEETING

Santa Gertrudis: Oceans of Opportunity
April 25-27, 2024

9800 Queensway Blvd., Myrtle Beach  

(800) 876-0010 • www.kingstonresorts.com

Group code: SGB

SAVE THE DATE!

Embassy Suites Oceanfront ResortHEADQUARTERS HOTEL

Showcasing the BEST Genetics in the Breed

http://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=stockyards%20showcase
mailto:rockinbrowdyroosters@yahoo.com
https://www.kingstonresorts.com/
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Delmo Payne, Owner Brent Shaw, Manager
(205) 468-5319 (cell) (205) 412-5761 (cell)

Grandview Farms
Cattle & Semen 

for Sale
5400 Bexar Ave. East
Hamilton, AL 35570

www.grandviewfarm.biz
RESERVE NATIONAL CHAMPION BULL
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Jernigan Ranch
Wayne & Lavonne

Buena Vista, GA 31803
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www.goodinfarms.com
Berley, Jerry & Terry Goodin

Breeders of Santa Gertrudis Cattle
Official Nu Gen Project Farm

goodin     farms
auSTin, in (812) 794-2624
SGBi Herd #19416

 Wes McDaniel   Judy McDaniel 
 (404) 630-1142 (404) 226-5177

Email: mcdanielwb@gmail.com

MC Ranch
6016 Salem Valley Rd. 

Ringgold, GA 30736
www.mcranch.com
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D
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A

Al Shiyou
6033 Pontiac Dr.
Kiln, MS 39556

Tideland Farms
TL

(c) 228.216.8731
(h) 228.255.8729

Replacement Heifers & Bulls
We Got Some Good Ones.

Heath Farms
387 Goodin Williams Rd.  
Hodgenville, KY 42748
email: bheath12@windstream.net

(270) 358 4820

Pat & Beverly Heath
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4S Farms
Geraldine, Ala. 35974
Zane Troxtel, Farm Mgr.
(256) 641-0513
Robert Richey, Herd Mgr.
(256) 641-4400
www.4sfarmsllc.com

C
O
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O SEDALIA, COLORADO

RAFAEL MIRANDA 
Ranch Manager  
303-888-5297

CherokeeRanchandCattle.com

JAMES HOLMES 
Executive Director  

303-523-9503

K/C

KC Ranch LLC
Kenneth W and Cynthia M Smith

(406) 945-2486 • (406) 945-4384
13067 Bristlecone Rd. • Henryetta, OK 74437

pioneerfluids@gmail.com
Raising registered SG replacement  

heifers, bulls and STAR 5.

Kenny & Jackie Williams
Kentwood, LA 70444

(985) 229-0012 • (225) 276-6970 cell
Herd 38981williamskh1953@gmail.com

WILLIAMS FARM

Briggs Ranches
PO Box 1417 • Victoria, Texas 77902 

(361) 573-7141

Joe Jones, manager (361) 897-1337
Traylor Division
Bloomington, Texas

(361) 897-1337
San Roque Division

Catarina, Texas
(830) 999-3236

San Carlos Division
Rio Grande City, Texas

Joe Jones: briggsranches@hotmail.com

www.BriggsRanches.com

Cowman Selected. Cowman Proven.

Borchers 
Southern Y Ranches, L. P.

Y Braford F1

Charla Borchers-Leon • Mary Kay Borchers 
2401 North Wheeler Street 

Victoria, Texas 77901 • (361) 575-1297

Purebred • StaR 5 • Crossbred Cattle

Santa Gertrudis

Steven Boothe
(361) 575-1297 (O) • (361) 571-9728 (M)

ELIJAH ROBINSON
1513 Montford Rd.

Reynolds, Ga. 31076

(478) 973.2067

karoni17@yahoo.com
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T & S FARM
Chris Swygert

(803) 223-3417 
cows1992@gmail.com

T
S

Registered Santa Gertrudis & STAR 5 Cattle
Tommy Shealy
(803) 730-3347 
tlsshealysbbq@yahoo.com

3500 Pond Branch Rd. • Leesville, S.C. 29070

BIERI FARMS
P.O. Box 441 y Angleton, Texas 77516

(979) 292-9856
Herd No. 474 • www.bierifarms.com

FLO
R

ID
A

Logan Charles
256.558.9441

ldc0512@yahoo.com

Crossville, Ala. 

Michael Charles
256.572.4941

TWISTED C FARMS

ROBBY WALKER
954.553.2733
OKEECHOBEE, FLA.  |  GREENSBORO, ALA.

KINGSBURY, TEXAS
www.buenavidacattle.com

HEATHER BLEWETT 
(210) 744-8100

KALLI KIMBLE
 (830) 708-8771

C
CORPORRON ACRES

www.Corporronacres-Pinnaclecattle.com

Jim Corporron
Schulenburg, Texas 78956

Ranch (979) 562-2405 
Cell (979) 561-7185  

Email: jim@corpacres.com

Rodney & Barbara Corporron
Schulenburg, Texas 78956

(713) 724-1268

PINNACLE  
CATTLE CO., LLC

Jessie Mendel
Manager

(979) 561-7103

Darrell roach
Keller, Texas • (817) 235-8158

Crosswinds.tx@gmail.com

www.excellsantagertrudis.com

Sam, Sandy and Todd Hyde
Santa Fe, TX 77517

excellsantagertrudis@gmail.com

Todd: 281.705.0832 

bred to excell
Consistent  Predictable  Proven

JESSE ANNIS 
Owner

Gray, Georgia
478.461.3575

jwannis@faafarms.com

FL
YI
NG

 DO
UBLE A FARMS LLC

FLYING DOUBLE A FAR
MS

 L
LCN ••

https://www.grandviewfarm.biz/
mailto:wjernigansr@gmail.com
https://www.goodinfarms.com/
mailto:mcdanielwb@gmail.com
https://www.mcranch.com/
mailto:bheath12@windstream.net
https://www.4sfarmsllc.com/
https://cherokeeranchandcattle.com/
mailto:pioneerfluids@gmail.com
mailto:williamskh1953@gmail.com
mailto:briggsranches@hotmail.com
https://www.briggsranches.com/
https://www.bierifarms.com/
mailto:karoni17@yahoo.com
mailto:cows1992@gmail.com
mailto:tlsshealysbbq@yahoo.com
mailto:ldc0512@yahoo.com
https://www.buenavidacattle.com/
mailto:jim@corpacres.com
https://www.corporronacres-pinnaclecattle.com/
mailto:Crosswinds.tx@gmail.com
mailto:excellsantagertrudis@gmail.com
https://www.excellsantagertrudis.com/
mailto:jwannis@faafarms.com
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Double      
WYLIE TALIAFERRO

Box 57, Rosser, TX 75157 • Herd # 3326 
Wylie: 469-644-1620 • Duane Miller: 214-793-5111  

wylietaliaferro@yahoo.com 

 Ranch

Four  J  Cattle
Larry & Zoe Justiss 6994 U.S. Hwy 77 N
(361) 772-5613 Hallettsville, TX 77964 
zjustiss@cvctx.com www.fourjcattle.com 

Registered Santa Gertrudis & Crosses
J J

DaviD & Laurie Harris
P.O. Box 691 • Cleburne, Texas 76033

(817) 641-4159
david.harrisfarms@yahoo.com

Harris
riverBenD Farms

-H-Box 457 • Hemphill, TX 75948
(409) 787-2165

email: hargisfarms@gmail.com 
Herd # 7325

Hargis Farms
SANTA GERTRUDIS

Box 869
San Diego, Texas 78384

(361) 701-5683
Charter Member S.G.B.I.

John Martin Ranches

J
Herd #4

Santa Gertrudis 
Cattle Herd #878

Allen & Cheryll GrAinGer
P.O. BOx 2282, Brenham, Tx 77834

979-830-8785 • rockingacattle@gmail.com
www.rockingasantagertrudis.com

Rocking A Ranch

“The Tradition Continues”

Since 1898
Santa Gertrudis Since 1950

Herd #439

Olivarez ranches

P.O. Box 829
Mission, TX 78573

Ben D. Olivarez
(956) 585-1661 (o)

AJ & Rosemary Gambino
P. O. Box 235 Pattison, TX 77466

(832) 496-8836
www.santagertrudiscattle.com   

e-mail: rosemary.gambino@gmail.com

Rose Hill Ranch

Urbanosky ranch
SGBI Herd # 2243 • eSt. 1969

Home of sensation 5-1
14525 Urbanosky Ln., PLantersviLLe, tX 77363

Jerome (281) 797-5715 • Blake (936) 870-5252

www.urbanoskyranch.com

Cattle Located in 
Hondo and  

Agua Dulce, 
Texas

1200 State Hwy 173 N
Hondo, Texas 78861

Kathryn Hefte Petty
(210) 414-2493
K.T. Hefte
(361) 813-4937

Lou & Robin Breving
Alvarado, Texas
817-821-7540  
loub5@yahoo.com

Iron oaks
C A T T L E

10 years of 
breeding to achieve 

PERFORMANCE  
with BALANCE!

Terry/Nancy Wunderlich & Family
Brenham, Texas

Nancy: 979-277-2838
wunderlichfarms@gmail.com

WUNDERLICH  FARMS

T
E

X
A

S

S
ER

V
IC

ES

STRAITRanches
Y.N. STRAIT FAMILY

P.O. Box 246, Streetman, TX 75859
972.841.0989 | 361.920.0718 | 210.837.1199

yanceystrait@straitranches.com
www.straitranches.com  

Office
(256) 974-5392

Kelly Vesper
Charter Member SGBI - Herd 43
Drawer 679, Cotulla, TX 78014
 Chad Springs (512) 517-2455

VESPER RANCH

Established 1850

Thomas Burnett
(512) 676-7086

thomasb@trbautomation.com

Herd 20797
100% Genotyped Cowherd

DARREN RICHMOND   
Ringgold, Ga.     

(423) 364-9281   
www.richmondphotovideo.com

djrichmd@gmail.com
Facebook/ 

Darren Richmond     
SALE CATTLE  •  HERD SIRES  •  DONOR COWS

EST. 2012

PURDON    TEXAS

(405)219-4767

Jennifer & John Anderson
Kicknaranch@gmail.com

We’re on Facebook! Kick’n A Ranch

 Gerts for Sale
 AI Services

5475 FM 457 Gene Kubecka: (979) 240-5311
Bay City, Texas 77414 Daniel Kubecka: (979) 240-5312

Wendt RanchesS

S

S

SHerd Established in 1954
Performance testing since 1958

E-mail: wendtranches@hotmail.com  
Website: www.wendtranches.com

SG
BI

 H
er

d 
#6

21 DARREN RICHMOND
(423) 364-9281  

djrichmd@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE  
IN THE SOURCE, CONTACT  
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

TO VIEW THE SANTA GERTRUDIS 
SOURCE ONLINE, VISIT:

WWW.SANTAGERTRUDIS.COM

In The Red Ranch
Eustace, Texas
(214) 532-6387
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Oct. 13, 2023 • Raleigh, N.C.
Judge: Tim Fitzgerald

SHOW RESULTS

North Carolina State Fair

DONATIONS
Are always welcome and 

are needed to put on a 
great show like this. 

WE APPRECIATE 
DONATIONS OF ANY 

AMOUNT.

2024 
NATIONAL 

SANTA 
GERTRUDIS 

SHOW
TO BE HELD IN  

CONJUNCTION WITH THE 

FORT WORTH 
STOCK SHOW

FORT WORTH, TEXAS

11 A.M., MONDAY

JAN. 15, 2024

QUESTIONS ABOUT
The National Santa Gertrudis 

Show or to donate, contact 

DARRELL PITCHFORD  
(903) 388-2288 or  

pitchfordcattle@hotmail.com

GRAND CHAMPION BULL
OLC Jessie James,  

Osborne Livestock Co., Lathrop, Mo. 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION BULL
QVF Paradigm 117K4,  

Bar M Farm, Lenior, N.C.

GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE
Miss Grandview 205J2, Bar M Farm 
and Grandview Farms, Lenior, N.C. 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE 
AND BEST OF POLLED FEMALE

5J’s G70’s Peaches 01/23,  
5J’s Cattle Co. and Bar M Farm, 

Lenior, N.C.

GRAND CHAMPION STAR 5 FEMALE
MVF Maggie May,  

Morse View Farm, Mountain Grove, Mo.

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION  
STAR 5 FEMALE

5J’s 2100, 5J’s Cattle Co., 
Clayton, N.C. 

NO PHOTO
GRAND CHAMPION STAR 5 BULL

MVF Rip, Morse View Farm, 
Mountain Grove, Mo.

NO PHOTO
BEST OF POLLED BULL

XL Pendleton, Landon Stem, 
Plantersville, Texas

State Fair of Texas
Oct. 15, 2023 • Dallas, Texas

Judge: Brandon Cutrer

GRAND CHAMPION BULL
777 Candyman, 777 Farms and 

Wendt Ranches, Magnolia, Ark. 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION BULL
M Rock Shuga Bear, M Rock Farm, 

Texarkana, Texas 

GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE
CLB Tana Marie, Tripp Nichols, 

Axtell, Texas

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE 
AND BEST OF POLLED FEMALE

Kubecka 18/21, In The Red Ranch, 
Eustace, Texas

mailto:pitchfordcattle@hotmail.com
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Oct. 20, 2023 • Little Rock, Ark.
Judge: Terry Burks

SHOW RESULTS

Arkansas State Fair

NO PHOTOS
BEST OF POLLED BULL

XL’s Pendleton, Landon Stem, 
Plantersville, Texas

BEST OF POLLED FEMALE
Miss Grandview 9115J12, Red Dawn 

Farm, Gallant, Ala.

GRAND CHAMPION BULL
777 Candyman, 777 Farms and 

Wendt Ranches, Magnolia, Ark.

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION BULL
M Rock Shuga Bear, M Rock Farms, 

Texarkana, Texas  

GRAND CHAMPION FEMALE
CLB Tana Marie,  

Tripp Nichols, Axtell, Texas

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 
FEMALE

XL’s Glitter & Gold, Excell Santa 
Gertrudis, Santa Fe, Texas

GRAND CHAMPION STAR 5 BULL
DK Salty Chupacabra,  

Crey Cummings, Batesville, Ark.

GRAND CHAMPION STAR 5 FEMALE
Copperheads Ms Assignment, 

Gracey Pitchford, Eustace, Texas

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION  
STAR 5 FEMALE

MVF Maggie May,  
Morse View Farm, Mountain Grove, Mo.

EVENT CALENDAR

December 
5-7	 2024 National Santa Gertrudis Show Awards 

Sale, SC Online Sales 

9	 Breeders of the Carolinas Field Day, 
Bahama, N.C. 

January 2024
14	 Stockyard Showcase Sale, SC Online Sales 

15	 National Santa Gertrudis Show, Fort Worth, 
Texas 

31-Feb. 2	 Cattle Industry Convention & NCBA Trade 	
	 Show, Orlando, Fla. 

February 
1	 Premier Santa Gertrudis Association Sale 

Entry Deadline 

17	 Wendt’s Super Santa Sale, Online 

March  
19	 Texas Alliance Sale, Bloomington, Texas 

23	 Purple Reign III Sale, Magnolia, Ark. 

 April 
5	 Rocky Mountain Elite Cut Sale, Belen, N.M. 

6	 Red Hot Bull Sale, Belen, N.M. 

6	 Rocky Mountain Spring Runoff Sale, Belen, N.M. 

13	 Wiley Spring Bull Sale, Effie, La. 

19-20	 Santa Gertrudis Bluebonnet Classic Sale, 
Hallettsville, Texas 

20	 Crimson Classic Sale, Hanceville, Ala. 

25-27	 2024 SGBI Annual Meeting, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 

Fall Sale Season
FIELD REPORT  •  Darren Richmond   
SGBI Member Services Representative

October fall sale season is in full 
swing! Southern hospitality was in 
the air at the 35th Annual Alabama 
Connection Sale hosted by Tinney 

Farms in Hanceville, Ala. There was perfect fall 
weather when Tinney Farms also hosted the fall 
SGBI Board of Directors meeting. As always, 
Retha, Arlin and the whole Tinney Farms crew 
made everyone feel welcome with the Friday 
evening meal and entertainment – love those 

butter beans and brisket. 
There are many breeders 
who have attended all 35 
Connection Sales, mak-
ing it one the Southeast’s 
premier fall sales. The 
hospitality and fellowship 
is something all breeders 
look forward to the first 
weekend in October! 



2023 STRAIT - HEFTE

PRODUCTION SALE
Tried  & True

www.HefteRanch.com

Our heartfelt thanks to all who attended, watched online, bid 
and/or purchased cattle at the 6th Annual Tried &True Sale!   

We had such a great time with friends, both old and new!

To those who 
purchased our 
genetics, your 

confidence means  
so much to us.
Five J’s Beef & Cattle

Triple H Ranches
Wunderlich Farms

Kubena Cattle Company
Old Agency Reserve

San Jose Cattle Company
Harris Farms

Tanya and Craig Bram
Bradshaw Land & Cattle

Lazy Dog Ranch
Lackey Ranch
Blacktip Cattle
Strait Ranches

Kerlick Family Cattle
Z4 Cattle Company

Callahan Ranch
Steve Johnson

Antonio Weaver, Jr.
Texas Oaks Cattle Ranch

Reese Ranch
Butler Livestock
Tideland Farms
Stephanie Nite

Benji Shoe Farms
Jesse Annis

Marshall Farms
Brian Cummins

Bar M Farms
Wayne Jernigan, Sr.

Lyness Farms
Jenkins 4J

Colby Stewart
John Walker
C & C Cattle 

JL Ranch
3C Ranch
TZ Cattle

Rex Wilbanks
David Branch
Thies Ranch
Four J Cattle

Rocking F Ranch
Cow Tag Ranch

Lou Al Tuck Farms

Agua Dulce & Hondo, Texas 
Kathryn Hefte • (210) 414-2493  
Kade Thigpen • (830) 426-1366
K.T. Hefte • (361) 813-4937

Hefte_SG1223.indd   1Hefte_SG1223.indd   1 11/10/2023   2:06:11 PM11/10/2023   2:06:11 PM

http://www.hefteranch.com/
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http://www.borcherssoutherny.com/


www.king-ranch.com/cattle-for-sale
DARRELL R. WHITE: (830) 255-8869 · DWHITE@KING-RANCH.COM    

King Ranch® 
Santa Gertrudis and American Red bulls and females available private treaty. 

First within-herd EPD database in the nation.  
First genomically enhanced, single-step beef cattle EPDs in the nation.  

Industry-leading fertility, carcass and growth genetics.

PROVEN
RANCH – YARD – RAIL – PROFIT

King Ranch_4c full_SG0922.indd   1King Ranch_4c full_SG0922.indd   1 8/3/2022   11:59:44 AM8/3/2022   11:59:44 AM

http://www.king-ranch.com/cattle-for-sale
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