loudy, wet and stormy skies did not dampen the fun, fellowship and business of the
71st Santa Gertrudis Breeders International (SGBI) Annual Meeting, held April 7-10
in Lexington, Ky. Members, staff and friends gathered not only to conduct association business, but to learn from University of Kentucky faculty, take in an afternoon
at the renowned Keeneland racetrack, sample some of the state’s acclaimed bourbon and
enjoy an evening of celebration at the annual President’s Dinner and Awards Banquet. A
few of these moments are captured on these pages.
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Bluegrass State Hosts SGBI’s 71st Annual Meeting
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LET THE SPIRITS LEAD YOU

LEXINGTON, KY

SGBI member services staff Emma Ramirez leads an
interactive discussion about the new SGBI DigitalBeef
registry system. Members were able to ask questions
about the system, learn tips and tricks, and get an
in-depth review of the system.

SGBI members were treated to an afternoon at the Keeneland racetrack,
where some of the country’s best Thoroughbreds race each year.

LEFT: In recognition of her service as SGBI 2021 president, Nancy Wunderlich receives a
pillow engraved with her brand from SGBI Executive Director Webb Fields. ABOVE RIGHT:
Deanna Parker, left, receives the President’s Award from Nancy Wunderlich, right. Nancy
praised Deanna for her many years of guidance and leadership not only to herself, but to SGBI.

ABOVE: To acknowledge their service, SGBI retiring board members are
honored at the SGBI Annual Meeting with cutting boards. Standing, left
to right, are Nancy Wunderlich, Kathryn Hefte, Alicia Sanchez and Tony
Creech, as well as SGBI Executive Director Webb Fields.
LEFT: The 2022-2023 SGBI Board after officer elections on Saturday.
Standing, left to right, are SGBI Executive Director Webb Fields, Arlin Taylor,
Amber Robertson, Yancey Strait, Trai Stegall, Craig Lopossa and Cody
Mattingly. Seated, left to right, are Nolan Taylor, Suzanne Fulton, Gene Kubecka,
Kade Thigpen, Adolfo Sanchez and Mickey Bowman. Not pictured are Tylor
Braden, Rafael Miranda, Michael Seay, Richard Hood and Ricky Cleveland.
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Dr. Porter Rodgers, left, receives the Santa Gertrudis
sculpture from SGBI Executive Director Webb Fields for his
induction into the SGBI Hall of Fame.

Hoover Case, left, receives the Santa Gertrudis
sculpture for his induction into the SBBI Hall of Fame
from Joe Jones, center, and SGBI Executive Director
Webb Fields, right. Joe introduced Hoover with a
heartfelt tribute to his years of auctioneering service
to the industry and the Santa Gertrudis breed.

Diana Ruiz, center, receives the Santa Gertrudis
sculpture for her induction into the SBBI Hall
of Fame from John Ford, former SGBI executive
director, and Webb Fields, current SGBI executive
director. Both John and Webb praised Diana for
her contributions and dedication to SGBI and
Santa Gertrudis breeders for more than 30 years.

THE FOLLOWING SGBI BREEDERS WERE RECOGNIZED AT THE 2022 AWARDS
BANQUET FOR THEIR REGISTRATIONS AND STAR 5 RECORDATIONS

Left to right, Tony Creech, Alicia Sanchez and Ashley Osborne
hold plaques they received for their operation’s top purebred
registrations and STAR 5 recordations in their districts.

PUREBRED REGISTRATIONS

STAR 5 RECORDATIONS

District 1:
District 2:
District 3:
District 4:
District 5:
District 6:

District 1:
District 2:
District 3:
District 4:
District 5:
District 6:

Red Doc Farm, Belen, N.M.
King Ranch, Kingsville, Texas
Wiley Ranch, Deville, La.
Quail Valley Farms, Oneonta, Ala.
Creech Farms, Zebulon, N.C.
Goodin Farms, Austin, Ind.

Red Doc Farm, Belen, N.M.
Schuster Farms, San Juan, Texas
Williams Farms, Kentwood, La.
Salacoa Valley Farm, Fairmount, Ga.
5J’s Beef & Cattle, Clayton, N.C.
Ashley Osborne, Lathrop, Mo.

MORE ANNUAL MEETING ON PAGE 25 
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Cody Mattingly, center, is the last man standing and ultimate
winner of the Limited Edition Bourbon Reverse Raffle,
receiving not only a bottle of the limited
edition bourbon, but the cask head from
the distillery and a cash bonus. Webb
Fields, left, and Nolan Taylor, right, flank
Cody during the presentation.

ABOVE: Winners of the 2021-2022
High Point Show Awards are all smiles
as they hold the buckles earned for their
achievements. Pictured, left to right,
are Ashley Osborne, Shanna Pitchford,
Gracey Pitchford, Colby Threet, Billy
Eubanks, Gladys Schiel, Kalli Kimble,
Trai Stegall, April Ramsey, Carla Bush,
Keaton Bush and Arlin Taylor. A full
listing of all High Point Show Standings
can be found on pages 28 and 29.
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RIGHT: The live auction at the
conclusion of the Awards Banquet was
an opportunity for SGBI Hall of Fame
inductee Hoover Case, center, to serve as
auctioneer for Santa Gertrudis breeders
one last time. Webb Fields, left, holds a
bottle of the bourbon being auctioned off,
and Darren Richmond, right, served as
the ring man for the auction.

new look inside and out.
includes new
menu items!

(903) 306-0778
5205 W Park Blvd.
Texarkana, Texas

BOLDER. BIGGER. BETTER
We can host large parties or
just your family and friends
INSIDE or on the PATIO!

Call us for reservations!
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/sstexarkana
If you have any questions about visiting Texarkana, please don’t hesitate to contact
Donnie at (903) 293-0658 or at the restaurant (903) 306-0778.
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University of Kentucky (UK) faculty Eric Vanzant, Ph.D., right, explains
the purpose of individual feeding stalls used for nutrition trials to SGBI
members who attended the UK Animal Research Center Beef Unit tour.

University of Kentucky (UK) faculty, left to right, Eric Vanzant, Ph.D., Katherine VanValin, Ph.D.,
and Les Anderson, Ph.D., talk to the SGBI delegation before taking them on a tour of the UK Animal
Research Center Beef Unit.

ABOVE: Left to right, Nolan Taylor, Craig Lopossa, David Alderson
and Arlin Tayor enjoy opening day at the Keeneland racetrack, despite
the stormy weather.
LEFT: Billy Eubanks, left, and Gladys Schiel, right, are dressed for the
weather at opening day at Keeneland.
ABOVE LEFT: The youngest attendee of the convention, Eliana Sanchez,
daughter of Adolfo and Christina Sanchez, is a happy camper throughout the UK
Animal Research Center Beef Unit tour, as well as the rest of the convention.

SGBI ANNUAL REPORT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
performance, efficiency and carcass quality. Our current
project with Utah State University is generating valuable
information about the breed’s ability to perform in the
Intermountain West and is generating interest among the
commercial sector. We believe this is a real growth region
for the breed. This project has been a huge success not
only in quantifying the Santa Gertrudis advantage in added
pounds and quality in drought conditions, but also in getting
producer buy-in from commercial breeders in that region as
we’ve seen a large growth in new commercial memberships
from bull purchases.
In addition, the Youth Foundation awarded $44,000 in
scholarships within the fiscal year to deserving junior members. This continued support of the youth will also pay dividends in promoting and driving young people from our junior
program into active future members of the breed.
BluePrint Media continues to prove to be a valuable communication partner in telling the breed’s story. With their
help, Facebook saw a total of 520,813 impressions, and we
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continue to have an aggressive approach in our ad campaign to reach the commercial sector and potential buyers
of Santa Gertrudis genetics. The breed’s official publication,
Santa Gertrudis USA, also saw a successful fiscal year while
keeping our membership informed. The magazine added
$17,335.64 in revenue to SGBI’s bottom line over the past
12 months. BluePrint also conducted a survey for Santa Gertrudis USA to stay progressive in the magazine’s look and
feel as well as stay in tune with what our readership wants to
see from the publication.
SGBI closed the year on sound financial footing, with a
strong cash position. As a small breed association in an
extremely fast-paced and competitive industry, we must
continue to leverage partnerships, be aggressive in telling the
breed’s story and make sound financial decisions to boost
the association and our members in areas of growth. Our
strength is in our membership, and the common goal of success and working together will continue the growth we saw in
2021 into the future.
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