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Western Region
Tylor Braden

Tylor Braden is seeking 
re-election to SGBI’s Board 
of Directors in the Western 
Region. He currently over-
sees cattle operations for King 
Ranch, Inc. Originally from New 
Mexico, he grew up in the cattle 
industry. Tylor has worked for, or man-
aged, cattle operations in Texas, New 

Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, 
Washington and Florida. He is most passionate about the 
cow-calf sector, but has extensive experience in all segments 
of the beef industry. 

Tylor started working at King Ranch after working at Beef 
Northwest, a vertically integrated feeding company based in 
Oregon. While at Beef Northwest he served as the operations 
manager of four feedyards, two backgrounding yards, com-
mercial cow-calf and seedstock operations and several sub-
sidiary joint ventures that were located primarily in Oregon 
and Washington but extended to Wyoming, Florida and 
California. He also served as general manager and partner of 
various Beef Northwest subsidiaries. 

Tylor has been an integral part of the past board, serving 
on various committees and would look forward to continuing 
to serve the Santa Gertrudis breed. 

Rafael Miranda
Rafael Miranda seeks re-election to 

SGBI’s Board of Directors in the Western 
Region. Rafael currently serves as ranch 
and land manager for Cherokee Ranch 
located in Douglas County, Colo. In 1954, 
Tweet Kimball purchased the Cherokee 
Castle, and today the operation continues 
her original Santa Gertrudis herd and has 
expanded into other agricultural pro-
grams focused on youth education. Along with his responsi-
bilities at Cherokee, Rafael also plays an integral role with J5 
Cattle Ranch, an aggressive Santa Gertrudis firm focused on 
producing high-quality seedstock.

During Rafael’s tenure on the SGBI Board, he has served in 
several capacities, providing leadership and wisdom. Rafael 
looks forward to representing the Western Region and feels 
that with his experience, he is well suited to continue to pro-
vide leadership over the next several years. 

Eastern Region 
Cody Mattingly

Cody Mattingly seeks re-election as an Eastern Region 
representative on SGBl’s Board of Directors.

Since he was young, Cody has always enjoyed the cattle 
business and was encouraged to breed Santa Gertrudis cattle 
by his grandfather, who started raising Santa Gertrudis in the 
early 1980s. As a generation breeder, Cody and his family 

are passionate and progressive about raising Santa 
Gertrudis. He looks forward to sharing his passion 
with his children as they grow, and sharing the 
same values and goals he has for this wonderful 
breed.

Over the years, Cody has learned a lot and 
grown as a breeder and member of SGBl’s 

Board of Directors. He is a Kentucky Santa 
Gertrudis Association member and serves as 

president. He also served as junior president of the 
Kentucky Santa Gertrudis Association.

“In this position, I envision that I can 
continue to work with fellow board mem-
bers to explore avenues to increase data 
collection for EPDs,” Cody says. “With 
all the concerns surrounding EPDs and 
numbers, I feel it is important to increase 
data collection and accuracy to assist 
with breeding selection in our cattle. I 
am a strong supporter of improving our 
breed through genomic enhancement, 

and I feel I would bring a fresh outlook to the association. 
I look forward to this election and continuing to use my 
knowledge to strive to improve our herds as progressive 
breeders.

“On an ending note, I would like to thank you for your 
time and support, and hope to again serve as your Eastern 
Region director,” he adds. “I am ready to collaborate with 
all members to improve this breed! I humbly ask for your 
vote. As always, I promise to stand for what I believe in and 
always be fair in making decisions as they affect all of us. 
With the election in the near future, feel free to contact me 
with any questions or concerns. I am available at (270) 668-
3177 or mattinglyfarms95@yahoo.com. I hope to remain 
your Eastern Region director.”

Jennifer Walters-Stroud
Jennifer Walters-Stroud is from Laurel, 

Miss. Her father bought a small Santa 
Gertrudis herd from a former Mississippi 
governor, and she started her own herd 
when she began showing in 1980. She 
was a member of the National Junior 
Santa Gertrudis Association (NJSGA) 
Board of Directors from 1984 to 1985 
and has owned Santa Gertrudis ever 
since. Jennifer currently serves on SGBI’s Membership Com-
mittee. She has also been an active member of the Jones 
County Cattlemen’s Association Board of Directors for the 
past six years.

Five years ago, Jennifer started showing Gerts again and 
was invigorated by being around other members, meeting 
and discussing issues that concern breeders. She is excited 
to run for a position on the SGBI Board and would like to 
help promote the breed.

Jennifer earned her master’s degree from Mississippi 
State University, and has worked for a psychiatric hospital in 
Meridian, Miss., for 17 years.

2021 SGBI Board Candidates
Below are candidates whose names will appear on the ballot for the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International (SGBI) Board of Directors elections. 

Regional candidates appearing on the ballot notified SGBI of their intent to run by Jan. 25, 2021.
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“I love my work, but my day ends nightly with my true 
love, in the barn and field with the Gerts and my husband, 
Randy Stroud,” she says. “The Lord blessed me with the 
opportunity to be in the best breed association and know the 
best breeders on the planet. The one thing I am most amazed 
with is how wonderful the fellow Gert breeders I have met 
are; we are like a family.

“Social media has afforded me the pleasure of knowing 
breeders from other states and enjoying their daily activities 
with their Gerts,” she adds. “Seeing the kids show, present 
and win with these beautiful cattle makes my heart smile.”

Jennifer is extremely proud of her Santa Gertrudis herd. 
“We spend a lot of time with our cattle that are gentle, loving 
and all named,” she says.

Her husband has worked with several Mississippi Gert 
herds in his many years of cowboying throughout the South 
and has been supportive of her showing and seeking a posi-
tion on the board.

“I would be honored if you would consider me for your rep-
resentative,” she adds. “I will strive to promote this wonderful 
breed and association I dearly love. Thank you for your time 
and may the Lord bless you.”

Arlin Taylor
Arlin Taylor is seeking election as an 

Eastern Region director on the SGBI 
Board of Directors. Arlin has managed 
Tinney Farms in Hanceville, Ala., for 
more than 25 years. Arlin’s wife, Linda, 
and his son, Ethan, serve as a support 
system in the daily operation as well. 

“At Tinney Farms, we have worked 
hard to produce industry-demanding 

cattle through an intense planning and breeding program that 
has been proven in the show ring and feedlots,” he says.

Arlin has previously served on the SGBI Board of Direc-
tors, helping guide decision making during a time of asso-
ciation growth. He remains committed to the breed as he 
has also served with several committees and most recently 
helped host SGBI’s 2020 annual meeting. 

“My goal is to be the voice for the East, and do my part 
to help the improvement of our breed and our association,” 
Arlin says.

District 2
Heather Blewett

Heather Blewett is a cattle rancher and 
realtor from Kingsbury, Texas, where 
she resides with her husband, Kevin; 
daughter, Kalli Kimble; and son, Harrison 
Kimble. Heather is seeking a seat on the 
SGBI Board of Directors for District 2 at-
large director.

Heather grew up showing and raising 
Santa Gertrudis and Brahman-influenced 
cattle with her parents, Charles and Mary Riha, in Carrizo 
Springs, Texas. Her father was her ag teacher and had her 
spending her first Scramble Certificate on a Santa Gertru-
dis heifer from Chaparrosa Ranch. After high school, she 
attended Tarleton State University and graduated with a 

bachelor’s in interdisciplinary studies with a minor in Spanish 
and animal science. 

After having children, Heather became involved in 4-H, 
FFA and SGBI. In 2004, she bought her stepson his first 
Santa Gertrudis heifer from Strait Ranches. She became 
involved in the South Texas Junior Santa Gertrudis Associa-
tion, where she eventually served as chairman of the 2013 
National Junior Santa Gertrudis Show in San Marcos, Texas.

One of Heather’s priorities is getting information to new 
members. She believes SGBI is a family.

“We strive to help all that are new to the breed in order to 
grow our organization in numbers and quality of breeders, 
young and old,” she says.

Heather has been greatly influenced by her children, Har-
rison and Kalli, who have both served on the NJSGA Board. 
Kalli has served as NJSGA president, princess and queen.

Heather currently serves on the Long Range Planning, 
Youth Activities and Breed Standards Committees. She is 
also the South Texas Junior Santa Gertrudis Association 
manager and is in charge of the HOT GERT Show Open 
Point Show.

When Heather is not in the barn halter breaking, feeding or 
checking cattle, she spends her time evaluating livestock and 
the real estate market around her.

After having their herd of cattle split between New 
Braunfels and Carrizo Springs, Kevin and Heather moved 
to Kingsbury, Texas, in 2015 and formed Buena Vida Cattle 
Company where they currently have 80-plus head of Santa 
Gertrudis. Heather and her family continue to improve upon 
their genetics to bring a balance of genotype and phenotype 
to their herd. 

Richard G. Hood, II
Richard G. Hood, II, is seeking a seat 

on the SGBI Board of Directors of District 
2 at-large director. Many Santa Gertru-
dis breeders know his father, Richard 
G. Hood Sr., who is also an active SGBI 
member.

Richard is a fourth-generation rancher 
who grew up with an immediate family 
who made their primary living off the 

back of a cow.
“My grandfather, Coulter Hoppess, joined SGBI in 1952 

as herd No. 646,” he says. “He developed a premier herd 
and brand in the Santa Gertrudis breed, calling it Double 
Circle Ranch. The ranch transferred through purchase to my 
parents in 1972 and remains a proud, active SGBI member 
today.”

From his life-long experience in the cattle business, Rich-
ard has learned a “salt of the earth” core set of values and 
has a very strong work ethic, which has given him the ability 
to hold many jobs, including as an SGBI field man in the 
late ‘90s and early 2000s. Following that, he worked at the 
largest bull-selling ranching company in the United States, 
Camp Cooley Ranch, where he helped produce and sell more 
than 2,000 bulls each year. For the past 11 years, Richard 
has been a partner/owner in American Marketing Services 
LLC and The EAR Magazine LLC, a cattle marketing firm that 
markets more than 1,000 bulls annually, including 200 to 
300 Santa Gertrudis. They also sell several thousand regis-
tered and commercial females, many of which are of Santa 
Gertrudis origin.
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“After much prayer and the support and encouragement 
from many friends and family, I feel I have the experience 
and knowledge to help this great breed move to being a 
leader in the beef industry,” Richard says. “If elected, I would 
do my best to serve all members’ interests. From small to 
large breeders, from junior to active member, I have vast 
experience with at all levels.

“In closing, I would like to thank all my Santa Gertrudis family 
for your support and encouragement not only now, but for my 
entire life,” he adds. “I would deeply appreciate your consid-
eration to vote for me as your District 2 at-large director.”

District 3
Amber Robertson

Amber Robertson is seeking the position of District 3 at-
large director on the SGBI Board of Directors. She lives in 
Sweet Lake, La., with her husband, Beau, and three wonder-
ful children, Cheyenne, Wyatt and Raylan. The Robertsons 
started Running R Cattle in 2014 with the purchase of a 
handful of registered Santa Gertrudis cattle and have con-
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tinued to grow their purebred herd since. 
They also own and operate a commercial 
cow-calf operation that utilizes Santa 
Gertrudis-cross females. 

Amber has been an active member of 
the Louisiana Santa Gertrudis Associa-
tion, serving as the secretary/treasurer 
for the last six years. She has also served 
on SGBI’s Youth Activities Committee 
since 2016 and the Calcasieu/Cameron 

Parish FSA County Committee as an advisor since 2018. 
“I believe that with the continued leadership of our breed 

association, Santa Gertrudis will secure its place as a viable 
option for commercial cattlemen in cow-calf operations like 
ours,” Amber says. “I for one can attest to the exceptional 
maternal traits that Santa Gertrudis-influenced cows exhibit 
in extreme environments.

“As a director, I would strive to promote our breed’s 
advancements in data and technology that ultimately profit 
large- and small-scale operations alike,” she adds. “Most 
important, I would work to serve our membership and help 
make decisions to sustain the long-term success of SGBI.” 
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Affiliate Associations
Alabama Santa Gertrudis 

Association 
Contact: Betty Kelso Clough 

(256) 566-7878  

Arkoma Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: Rance Reynolds  
(918) 232-7870 | krgale53@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
ArkomaSantaGertrudisAss/ 

Santa Gertrudis Breeders 
of the Carolinas 

Contact: Randy “Peaches” Carpenter 
(910) 269-7717 

https://www.sgbreedersofthecarolinas.com/ 

Florida Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: Casey Jones 
(386) 623-9088  

https://flgerts.weebly.com/ 

Georgia Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: Wes McDaniel 
(404) 630-1142 | mcdanielwb@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
GeorgiaSantaGertrudisAssociation/ 

Indiana Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: Robert Hiss 
(260) 503-5310 | mbhissjr@embarqmail.com 

Kentucky Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: John S. Taylor 
(270) 287-8629 | Gertguys@windstream.net 

https://www.facebook.com/
KentuckySantaGertrudisAssociation/ 

Louisiana Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: Amber Robertson 
(337) 377-9720 | amberobertson@yahoo.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/211116402

572659/?ref=share 

Mid-America Santa 
Gertrudis Association 

Contact: Britney Shields 
(417) 793-5887 

Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: Patti Urbanosky Ermis 
(936) 870-6410 | Pattiurb77@yahoo.com 

https://midcoastsantagertrudis.com/ 

Mississippi Santa 
Gertrudis Association 

Contact: Trai Stegall 
(662) 296-5120 | trais3@hotmail.com 

Premier Santa Gertrudis 
Association 

Contact: Matt Nichols 
(940) 393-2305| mnicols1011@earthlink.net 
https://www.facebook.com/Premier-Santa-
Gertrudis-Association-109761342388446/ 

Rocky Mountain Santa 
Gertrudis Association 

Contact: Stacey Montano 
(505) 429-0067 | o.xranch@hotmail.com 

Santa Gertrudis Breeders 
of the Rio Grande Valley 

Contact: Alex Salinas 
(956) 207-7457 | sgbrgv1@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/SGBRGV/ 

South Texas Santa 
Gertrudis Association 

Contact: Kenneth Tom Hefte 
(361) 813-4937 | Stxsga@gmail.com 

http://www.SouthTexasSantaGertrudis.com 
https://www.facebook.com/
southtexassantagertrudis
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